Green Space Strategy 

(extracts interspersed with questions and suggested responses by Gruff Edwards)

Our Vision

In Dacorum, we aspire to protect and enhance our natural environment,  heritage and habitats. With the involvement of the community, we will create  attractive, sustainable, accessible and well-managed green spaces. 

 Foreword

Dacorum benefits from a tremendous resource of high quality parks and recreation areas,  set within some of the most remarkable landscapes in the country. Our fantastic green  spaces are one of the main reasons people choose to live, work, and visit here. This  strategy sets out our commitment to manage and protect this legacy, to ensure it remains  intact for current and future generations.

The quality of some of Dacorum’s green spaces has deteriorated over time through  the ageing of facilities and infrastructure, and new investment is required. This strategy  gives us the impetus and tools to improve their quality and to help deliver what local  communities want from their neighbourhoods. We will improve facilities, and encourage  residents to become more involved in managing their local green spaces. We aim to  balance the needs of the community with the demands on our  service, working wherever possible to combat climate change  and alleviate the pressures of the modern age.  We have a number of challenges to face in the future, not least  in providing enough homes for the community. This strategy  provides a strong framework to help manage, refresh, and  create new green spaces.

Councillor Bert Chapman

Portfolio Holder for Environment and Sustainability

	1. 
	If you have general comments about the whole Green Space Strategy, please add them here (There are questions about specific sections later on) 


(Gruff Edwards) DEF concur with the purpose of the Green Space Strategy and the value that it places on our existing green spaces and their preservation.

Executive Summary

Green spaces are integral to Dacorum, and important components of people’s health and  well being, the Borough’s economic prosperity, the biodiversity of the environment and our  contribution to sustainability. The Green Space strategy is our commitment to improving  the quality of neighbourhoods, to meet community and planning needs, and to deliver the  priorities of Dacorum Borough Council and The Dacorum Partnership.  The Green Space Strategy was developed in consultation with the local community and  stakeholders. Their views are captured through our vision for the future of Dacorum’s  green spaces. 

 Our Vision

In Dacorum, we aspire to protect and enhance our natural environment,  heritage and habitats. With the involvement of the community, we will create  attractive, sustainable, accessible and well-managed green spaces.

The priorities of Dacorum’s community form the foundations of the Green Space Strategy  and the basis of the following policies:  

Policy 1 – To protect our green space from development

Policy 2 – To protect and enhance our natural environment, heritage  and habitats

Policy 3 – To create attractive sustainable accessible and well managed  green spaces

Policy 4 – To manage our green spaces with community involvement to ensure they are fit  for purpose 

 Policy 5 – To make people feel safe

Policy 6 – To use development opportunities to improve the quality and provision of open  space

These will form the framework for our approach to the management and development of  green space.  The green spaces and facilities of individual towns and villages within the Borough will be  improved through an action plan developed from a detailed assessment of the Borough’s  resources using the community priorities of Improving Quality; Increase Facilities; Nature  Conservation and Easy Access to the Countryside.
Section One:

Policies and Objectives

1
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1 Introduction

1.1 What is a Green Space Strategy

This Green Space Strategy is a vision and plan to deliver improved public spaces within  the Borough. It provides the means to improve the quality of neighbourhoods, to meet  community and planning needs, and to deliver our wider objectives for Dacorum.  Over the next five years the strategy will be a management tool to guide our work  programme and direct existing resources, plus any additional funding. It will support the  development of the Local Development Framework Strategy1 and help to protect green  space from the pressure of development.  To prepare the strategy we assessed the needs of our communities, the availability of  resources and the quality, quantity and accessibility of green spaces. This information  helped establish our priorities for the Borough and develop local standards for the  provision, design and management of new green spaces. The work has fed into an Action  Plan which describes how we are going to deliver the recommendations in the strategy.  This strategy provides both the general direction required to improve our green spaces  and also detailed local solutions to implement the community’s priorities on the ground.  To achieve this, the strategy is divided into four sections. 

 Section One – Policies and Objectives

This contains the overarching policies and objectives which affect the whole Borough.

Section Two - Area Studies

A detailed study of the Borough, divided into seven settlement areas with a supplemental  study on Hemel Hempstead in general. The green spaces of each area are evaluated and  considered against local needs and community priorities to identify how the broad policies  outlined in Section One will be delivered. The study areas are as follows:

Tring

Berkhamsted and Northchurch

Hemel Hempstead - General

Hemel Hempstead – North East

Hemel Hempstead – North West

Hemel Hempstead – South

Bovingdon, Chipperfield & Kings Langley

Ashridge and Watling

1 The Local Development Framework will replace the current Local Plan as our principle planning document.
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Section Three – Action Plan

This brings together the actions identified in Section One: Policies and Objectives, and

Section Two: Area Studies, into a comprehensive working document for service planning

and delivery.

Section Four – Consultation and Appendices

This includes details of the consultation process undertaken to produce the strategy,  with a summary of the key results from the general public consultation, stakeholder and  settlement workshops.

1.2 Scope of the strategy

The strategy considers all publicly accessible green space included in Planning Policy  Guidance 172 typology plus public rights of way where appropriate.  
Parks and gardens  High quality areas often formally laid out which provide opportunity for informal  recreation and community events. Some formal sport may be present, typically  tennis or bowls and some turf pitches, but these will contribute to the range of  activities rather than being the primary purpose.

Semi natural green space

Areas providing opportunity for wildlife conservation and informal recreation. This  will include both designated nature reserves and areas of informal natural planting  or areas that have developed with little management intervention into semi natural  habitats.

Green corridors and links to the countryside

These include linear areas for walking, cycling or horse riding, both for leisure and  providing practical travel routes. These areas also provide opportunity for wildlife  migration and foraging. Public rights of way are also considered where they form  important links to the wider countryside or accessible green space.

Outdoor sports facilities

Areas primarily devoted to sporting pastimes, both formal team sports and informal  games. Outside of typical peak times for sports matches, these areas are likely to  be most used by dog walkers, joggers and for a wide range of individual activities  such as kite flying.

Amenity green space

Areas providing opportunity for recreation close to home and/or providing a visual  break in the urban environment. These areas are unlikely to include significant  facilities but may be used frequently for play or informal ball games.

2 Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation
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3 Towards 2021 the Dacorum Sustainable Community Strategy, the Dacorum Partnership, Jan 2008

Provision for children

These include outdoor areas such as playgrounds, skateboard parks and basketball  courts which primarily cater for children and young people.  Allotments  Areas providing for community gardening with the benefit of local food production  and social interaction. Though these are included within the scope, they are not  a major focus of the strategy and further consideration of the issues affecting  allotments would justify a separate document.

Cemeteries and churchyards

These provide opportunity for quiet contemplation and relaxation. The strategy  will consider the presence of cemeteries in terms of opportunities provided for  recreation, but it will not consider functional or developmental issues relating to the  operation of cemeteries or churchyards.

Green Space not included

The effect of private sports provision is considered where it affects supply issues but  generally private sports clubs and facilities are excluded. School grounds and playing  fields are also considered in this manner. Their potential to contribute is considered but not  specific issues relating to the management of school grounds.  Indoor recreational facilities, including sports facilities and provision for young people such  as youth clubs, will not be considered.  Civic spaces such as market squares and urban pedestrianised areas  are excluded.

Private gardens may be considered in relation to their influence on the supply and demand  for green space but specific matters relating to the design or management of private  gardens will be excluded.

1.3 Links to other documents and strategies

The Green Space Strategy builds on the findings of our Open Space Study (March, 2008)  and the four cross cutting themes of The Dacorum Partnership3,  which are:  Developing community cohesion  Promoting healthy and caring lifestyles  Rejuvenating Dacorum  Acting on climate change.  Through the Corporate Plan 2009-2014, Dacorum Borough Council has made a long term  commitment to the following six priorities:
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Community

Resources and Value for Money

Environment

Economic Development and Regeneration

Affordable Housing

Profile and Reputation.

Producing the Green Space Strategy is part of fulfilling this promise and achieving the goals  of Dacorum Borough Council and The Dacorum Partnership.  The Green Space Strategy will be an important component of the evidence base for the  Local Development Framework and will help shape future planning policies across the  Borough. It will identify areas that need to be protected from development, areas that  can be enhanced by development and areas where green spaces should be created as  part of larger developments. It will also be used by the Council as a tool to direct its own  resources into maintenance.

Figure 1: Links between the Green Space Strategy and the corporate and planning framework
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The Green Space Strategy will draw upon but not replace the work of existing specialist  strategies in related subject areas.

1.4 The benefits of green space to Dacorum

Our green spaces provide essential breathing space for the community while helping to  define the character of the area. The greenery of the settlements and the beauty of the  local landscape provide much of what draws people to live and work in Dacorum.

The Environment

Green spaces contribute to the beauty of our urban and rural environment. They do  this by providing a counterbalance to urban development and by providing a focus  and setting for rural communities.  Greenery provides a vital role in improving living conditions in densely developed  communities, cooling and freshening the air and reducing dust and noise pollution.  Green spaces also help to reduce flood risks by reducing the rate of water runoff  and absorbing flood water.  They provide opportunities for wildlife to survive and integrate with our managed  landscape, providing refuge for rare and diverse species and  maintaining biodiversity for future generations to enjoy.

Community

In many areas green spaces help to define a settlement. They allow community  events to take place, providing shared memories and encouraging integration,  involvement and pride. Green spaces encourage people to exercise by providing  facilities and recreation activities which are often free and accessible. Available  spaces also provide an inclusive resource to those in the community who for socioeconomic  reasons cannot access formal leisure facilities.

Play

There is good evidence that opportunity for independent adventurous play in a safe  environment helps both physical and mental development, enabling children to  become better at judging risks and more able to socialise.  Education  Green spaces provide not just an outdoor classroom to enrich formal education but  also personal contact with nature and experience of the environment that theory or  description cannot provide.

Sport

Green space provides local residents with good access to both organised and  informal sport, with few barriers to participation. With obesity levels reaching 20  to 25% in the UK, 30 minutes of regular gentle exercise could make a significant  difference to people’s health.
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Healthier Lives

Green spaces promote health and well-being, providing breathing space for  relaxation and stress reduction. They provide traffic-free transport routes, and  opportunities for people to lead healthier lives.

The Economy

Both businesses and employees aspire to move into areas they consider to be more  attractive and which provide a better quality of life. Green space is often a factor in  these decisions.  High quality green space can increase the amount of tourism, both in terms of  holiday makers and day trippers. High quality parks or gardens can also increase  house prices by up to 20%.  Well-managed and well-designed green space can make new development  more attractive to existing and future residents, while reducing its impact on the  environment.  The provision of ‘green infrastructure’ is an essential component of development. This  ensures that we can maximise the benefits for local people.

1.5 The Borough Context

1.5.1 Borough Character

Covering 210 square km, Dacorum is the most western Borough in Hertfordshire.  It straddles the Chiltern Hills from the M25 to the Aylesbury Vale, and includes the  substantial new town of Hemel Hempstead, the historic market towns of Tring and  Berkhamsted, and a further 14 rural parishes. Over a third of the area of the Borough is  designated as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty with the industrial and commercial  development of Hemel Hempstead providing a striking contrast to the remote tranquillity of  the Chiltern Hills.  With a population of 138,400, it is the most populated Borough in Hertfordshire and is set  to grow by a further 10,000 residents over the next 20 years if current trends continue. The  outcome of the East of England plan will also be a key factor in future population levels.  The current population is younger than the national average, but the fastest increase is  occurring in the over 65 age group.  The area is well connected to the region with the M25, M1, A41 and the London to  Birmingham railway line all passing through the Borough.  The local economy is reasonably strong by national standards. The State of the Borough  Report4 highlights that Dacorum’s economy is a real strength, being large and productive  with a healthy knowledge-driven sector. This is supported by exceptional local skill levels

4 The State of the Borough, An Economic, Social and Environmental Audit of Dacorum, Dec 2006
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 which place the Borough in the top 20% nationally. Personal income levels are above the  national average but slightly below the average for the county. Overall levels of deprivation  are low, placing the Borough in the 14% least deprived Boroughs nationally.  The Report considered the profile of Dacorum’s environment to be more mixed. Services  were considered to be good as well as transport connections, but exceptionally high house  prices restrict affordability. The provision of local amenities is modest by national standards  and the score for the natural environment is below average, though this score is typical of  large urban areas affected by traffic and congestion.

1.5.2 Open Space Provision

The Council and The Box Moor Trust provide 703 ha of public open space across 491  sites, comprising of the following.

Category of Open Space (PPG17) Proportion of provision

Parks and public Gardens 30%

Natural green space 15%

Amenity green space 29%

Outdoor sports fields 14%

Allotments 5%

Cemeteries 4%

Green corridors 3%

Spaces for children and young people 2%

The most notable fact from this provision analysis is that in contrast to traditional  settlements, amenity green space is in third place, just ahead of sports fields. This reflects  the large amount of amenity green space provided within the neighbourhoods of Hemel  Hempstead New Town. The town also benefits from some significant parks and playing  fields as the figures demonstrate.  The historic market towns have relatively little green space within their boundaries,  but sit in attractive countryside containing extensive areas of accessible green space.  Approximately 800 ha of accessible natural green space are provided at Ashridge by the  National Trust and a further 100 ha are provided by British Waterways at Tring Reservoirs,  resulting in a total of approximately 1600 ha for the Borough. This is over 11 ha per 1000  residents, which is high by national standards.  However, to benefit from Ashridge and the reservoirs, the majority of residents have to  travel, limiting accessibility. This is particularly an issue for residents living in the north  east of the Borough. In addition at the local level, many settlements are deficient in green  space. 
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	2. 
	General comments on Section 1 - Executive Summary, Policies and Objectives 


(Gruff Edwards) The Forum notes the figures obtained for different categories of existing open space. Corresponding National averages are referred to where Dacorum is thought to exceed them. We would however warn that any perceived “open space  excess” in Dacorum should not automatically indicate that development infill of the excess space is appropriate. The great majority of Dacorum’s existing open spaces are currently well utilised and appreciated, and it is physically impossible to transfer any perceived excess to other districts which may be below the National norm.

2 Community Priorities

As part of the development of the strategy, a programme of consultation targeted at users,  non users and stakeholders was undertaken during 2006-2009 to identify the needs,  values and opinions of the local community. The process first considered the Borough  as a whole. This was followed by further focus group work with stakeholders and town  and parish councils to identify local needs which are considered as part of Section Two:  Area Studies. A summary of all consultation undertaken in the process of developing the  strategy is detailed in Section Four: Consultation and Appendices.  The top three priorities for green spaces from these consultation exercises were:

1. Protection from development

2. Improving quality

3. Increasing facilities

Protection from development was an overwhelmingly popular response, with 80% of  respondents identifying it as a priority. Improving quality and increasing facilities were  also strongly identified, with approximately half of all respondents emphasising these as  priorities. With regard to facilities, the clearest priority was to improve the range and quality  of provision for children and young people.  Other important issues were:

4. Nature conservation (managing and providing access to natural  green space)

5. Making people feel safe

6. Increasing resident involvement

Although important, these issues were not major priorities. They were identified by 33%,  25% and 20% of people respectively.  While nature conservation was reported quite highly as a priority, residents felt strongly  that in overall terms, there was sufficient quantity of natural green space. Natural green  space was also given the greatest importance by residents when considering all possible  types of public open space and therefore is a focus for attention in this strategy.  Although increasing resident involvement was only considered a priority by 20% of  residents, over 60% felt that residents should be more involved if possible. Therefore it is  included as a priority.

7. Easy access to the countryside

Although not ranked in the prioritisation exercise, 99% of respondents felt that having  accessible routes into the surrounding countryside from the towns and villages was  important. As a result, we have considered this as part of the strategy.
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The following were not considered to be immediate priorities, being only identified by 12%  and 7% of people respectively:

• Increasing the quantity

• Making it easier to visit parks and open spaces

However, increases in quantity will be considered in relation to urban growth where  additional green space is required to reflect a significant addition to the population or  physical growth of the urban areas. In these cases, the quantity standards proposed in  Dacorum Borough Council’s Open Space Study (2008) will be adopted. Local increases in  the quantity of green space will also be proposed where appropriate.

	3. 
	Section 1 - Community Priorities (Page 19) - Do you agree with the community priorities 

	
	[image: image1.wmf]
Yes 
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No 




	  
	If no please explain 


(Gruff Edwards) The Forum’s considered prioritisation and comments of the objectives would differ  from that listed as the result of an earlier survey to be as follows:
1. Protection from development

2. Nature conservation (managing and providing access to natural  green space)

3. Easy access to the countryside (particularly pedestrian access: this places a priority on the Green Belt status of land with public access around the periphery of Hemel and Berkhamsted)

4. Increasing resident involvement

5. Making people feel safe

6. Improving quality (other than for nature conservation/biodiversity)
7. Increasing facilities

3 Priorities for Play

The consultation programme identified improvements to play facilities as one of the local  community’s highest priorities. They also felt that play areas and youth facilities were in  most need of expansion when considered against other forms of green space, and that the  current quality was poor. For this reason a specific set of priorities for play is included in  this strategy.

3.1 Dacorum Play Strategy

The Dacorum Children’s Trust Partnership developed a play strategy in 2007. The  consultation used to inform the strategy is summarised below:  Pre School to 10 years old want a clean well maintained environment with no vandalism;  they also wanted more and better equipped play areas.  A strong theme across almost all age groups was for more adventurous play, with the  request for an adventure playground cited in almost all  consultation exercises.  Expanded skateboard provision was an almost unanimous request from teenagers. There was  also some desire for more ball courts, sports pitches and BMX tracks.  The final consistent theme was for better access to woodland and nature areas. This was  widespread across the age ranges, being reported in groups aged 5 to 10, 8 to 12, and 13  to 16 year olds.  The opinions of groups with special social needs were in line with these three broad  themes, while groups with special physical needs requested appropriate play equipment  integrated with existing play areas.  Cultural activities were also mentioned in a number of focus groups. This should be seen  as support for a continued events programme in Dacorum.
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The final play strategy consultation asked for a list of ten proposals to be ranked in order of  priority. The top five of these were as follows:

1. Water Play Park

2. Outdoor Fitness Trail

3. Roaming Play in rural areas (for family play - creative sessions, climbing wall, ice

rink etc)

4. New Static Play areas

5. Ranger/Wardens providing safer places to play

These priorities are currently being taken forward by The Dacorum Children’s Trust  Partnership.  Journey time was also considered. The preferred maximum journey time was given as 5  – 15 minutes, which at 3 mph equates to 1200m. It should be noted that very few people  (only 6%) were prepared to travel further than 15 minutes.

3.2 Quality Audits

The quality audits and accessibility audits of the Borough’s play areas reflect the content  of the consultation. When independently assessed, 10 were considered to have severely  limited access, 10 had some accessible features and 31 were generally accessible. This  report undertaken as part of the annual independent risk assessment focused on access to  the play area, opportunities for inclusive play for all children forms a separate assessment.  When assessed for quality in 2007, the best performing play area in the Borough was  Canal Fields in Berkhamsted. This scored 19 out of 33 for its site and 17 out of 41 for  its features, which equates to about half the points available. The Borough as a whole  achieved an average of 11.4 out of 33 for the play area sites and just 6.4 out of 41 for the  equipment, reflecting the consistently low quality of most of the existing play areas.

3.3 Play Priorities

In response to the established information on the Borough’s play areas, the following  priorities will be adopted for the Green Space Strategy:

1. Refurbishing targeted existing play areas, making sure that they provide more  adventurous play opportunities and that they meet accessibility standards.

2. Increasing the number of play areas so that there is less distance to travel  between each.

3. Identifying gaps in the current ball court and skateboard facilities, and aiming to  create new provision.

4. Improving access to local woodlands and nature areas. This priority links to  making it easier to get to the countryside.
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5. All initiatives to implement these will follow Play England’s guidance in Design  for Play: a guide to creating successful play spaces (Play England, 2008), where  possible.

	4. 
	Section 1 - Play Priorities (Page 21) - Do you agree with the play priorities 
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(Gruff Edwards) The Forum is concerned that new and existing play provision takes the following possible unintended side effects into account:
1. Disruption to wildife through noise, fires, camping etc.

2. Unauthorised activities in and around sites, such as motorised biking.

3. Light pollution 

4 Policies – putting the vision into action

This section translates our vision and the communities’ priorities into policies to form the  framework of our overall approach to the management and development of green space.  Each policy is supported by identified actions to guide our work programme over the next  five years.

In Dacorum, we aspire to protect and enhance our natural environment,  heritage and habitats. With the involvement of the community, we will create  attractive, sustainable, accessible and well-managed green spaces.

Gadebridge Park

Policy 1 To protect green space from development

Protection from development was the biggest priority for almost all residents and forms the  premise of the policy. However, the quality audits have shown that, over time, changes in  demand and patterns of use combined with poor quality, design and integration can result  in green space which no longer meets community needs.  To reflect this, this strategy adopts the following principles:  The Strategy recommends that all formal and informal recreation space is designated as  open land as part of the local development framework.  The incremental loss of green space through development on the edge or on small  Improving quality - Providing Facilities - Exploring the Countryside - Conserving Nature  Green Space Strategy 2010 - 2015 – Consultation Draft March 2010  23  pockets of green space will be resisted.  Redevelopment of areas of open space which are of poor quality, design and integration  will be supported, provided the proposed alternative use meets community needs. In  particular, the conversion of green spaces which no longer meet local needs to publicly  accessible leisure facilities will be supported. This aims to address the deficiency in  publicly accessible leisure space.  The detail provided in the area studies will provide a guide and evidence to prioritising  improvements to existing facilities as development arises within the settlement areas.  Any additional green space provided as part of new housing will follow the Design

Principles detailed in Appendix 1.

Action 1.

For each relevant proposed development, evaluate the impact on green space using the  principles adopted for Policy 1 Protect green space from development.  
Policy 2 To protect and enhance our natural environment, heritage and habitats

Many of Dacorum’s historic features and areas of nature conservation interest are in  publicly accessible areas. Appendix 2 Designations and Cultural Heritage lists the special  protection areas, SSSIs4, local nature reserves, scheduled ancient monuments and listed  parks found within the Borough.  The Dacorum Nature Conservation Strategy (Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust, 2000)  identifies eight priority habitats for conservation in the Borough. They are:

Lowland beech woods

Chalk rivers and associated wetland

Lowland acid grassland and heath

Lowland calcareous grassland

Ancient species rich hedgerows

Oak hornbeam woodland

Unimproved neutral grassland

Urban habitats.

As would be expected from the abundance of designated areas, there is good  representation of many of these habitats locally; in particular lowland beech woods,  lowland calcareous grassland, chalk rivers and wetlands. The strategy was commissioned  by the Dacorum Environmental Forum (DEF) as a 50 year vision and adopted by Dacorum  Borough Council in 2000. DEF has identified an action to revise this local biodiversity  action plan within their Annual Action Plan 2008-2011.

4 Site of Special Scientific Interest
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Action 2.

Support the DEF in their review of the Nature Conservation Strategy – ‘A Local Biodiversity  Action Plan’.  The urban habitats which are a priority under the Nature Conservation Strategy were  reviewed through the Urban Nature Conservation Study, (Hertfordshire Biological Records  Centre, 2006). The following actions are based on the recommendations of this study.

Action 3.

Ensure SSSIs in local government ownership have appropriate management plans and  that these are being implemented to ensure they remain in good condition.

Action 4.

Enhance the landscape through the appropriate management of significant landscape  features under the control of the Council such as Tring Park, Tring Woods, Bunkers Park  and Chipperfield Common.

Action 5.

Through the area studies, identify opportunities to improve natural habitats in other green  spaces where appropriate.  The adoption of National Indicator 197 Improved Local Biodiversity will provide a wider  assessment of the condition of ecologically important areas. The indicator measures the  proportion of local sites in positive conservation management, as demonstrated through  maintenance, restoration, enhancement, advice or management plans. It focuses on  county wildlife sites, a designation which indicates a minimum ecological standard and  provides policy protection.

Action 6.

Ensure County Wildlife Sites managed by Dacorum Borough Council have appropriate  management plans.

Action 7.

Through the area studies, identify sites with wildlife site potential, and develop five year  management plans for these.  Designating sites as local nature reserves further protects the management and  community benefit of important ecological areas. Local nature reserves are a statutory  designation under section 21 of the National Parks and Access to Countryside Act 1949.  They signal a commitment from a local authority to maintain and improve the nature  conservation of the site, provide access and opportunities for people to become involved.  In 1996, Natural England set a target level for the provision of local nature reserves of 1  ha per 1000 population. For Dacorum this equates to a target of 138 ha. The two existing  local nature reserves – Howe Grove and Shrubhill Common – provide 22.6 ha. The Green  Space Strategy will address the shortfall, identifying potential sites and considering local  need, as a wide distribution of sites would benefit more of Dacorum’s community.
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Action 8.

Through the settlement action plans, identify a programme of sites to be designated as  local nature reserves.

Policy 3 To create attractive, sustainable, accessible and well managed  green spaces

In order to achieve this policy, the following principles have been adopted in the  development of the strategy:

Attractive

We will assess the quality of all significant green spaces and set appropriate  standards to meet the expectations of local residents.

Sustainable

We will ensure the best use of resources, through the most efficient use of  operational resources and the application of appropriate quality standards for the  function and purpose of each significant green space.

Accessible

We will adopt the approach of the Sensory Trust to accessibility, and work towards  providing more access for more people in more places. We recognise that this will  be constrained by resources, the need to retain the special qualities of individual  green spaces and the requirement to balance access with other objectives such as  nature conservation and landscape character. Any consultation exercise undertaken  at a service, individual site or project level will include a qualitative assessment of  accessibility.

Action 9.

Include the provision of inclusive play equipment within the refurbishment of play areas, as  capital or external funding allows.

Action 10.

Consider physical access and aides to accessibility such as information, seating and  shelter in individual site management plans, with associated actions detailing planned  improvements.

Action 11.

Develop and implement an annual ROW improvement plan to improve access to the  countryside and the green space network.

Action 12.

Promote accessible routes and provision within green spaces through the Dacorum  Borough Council website, and individual site signage and leaflets.

Well managed

All significant green spaces have had their quality assessed against local criteria
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Policy 4 To manage our green spaces with community involvement to ensure they are fit  for purpose

Tring Memorial Garden  developed from the Green Flag Award. This resulted in an assessment rating of  poor, fair, good, very good or excellent.  Within the overall green space resource, there are special places that have a role to play  across the Borough and should be managed accordingly. These Destination Parks will be  managed and maintained to meet and exceed the standards required by the Green Flag  Award.  The Destination Parks identified within the Borough are:

Ashridge Estate

Boxmoor (including Heath Park and Plough Gardens)

Bunkers Park (including Long Deans)

Canal Fields

Chipperfield Common

Gadebridge Park

Tring Park

Tring Reservoirs

Direct action will be targeted towards Borough Council owned sites. For the remainder we  will encourage external organisations to achieve the award standards.

Action 13.

Seek external recognition for the quality and management of our green spaces through  national award and accreditation schemes such as Green Flag.
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The consultation process used to develop the Green Space Strategy sought the views  of Dacorum’s residents to determine the priorities for the service. We will continue to  seek to engage all sectors of the community in the management of our green spaces,  and consult with local residents over all significant material changes. In particular we will  seek the involvement of the community in the management of Destination Parks. These  could be ‘Friends Groups’, residents associations, local wildlife trust groups or interested  individuals.

Action 14.

Write and implement a promotion and marketing strategy for the Council’s Green Spaces  by 2012.

Action 15.

Develop the Dacorum Borough Council website to include information on all significant  sites with public access.

Action 16.

Undertake consultation at a service level every three years, with the aim of achieving a  10% rise in resident satisfaction by 2016.

Action 17.

Develop active ‘Friends Groups’ for each of the Destination Parks we manage by 2015.

Policy 5 To make people feel safe

The priority of making people feel safe will in part be addressed through the Safer Stronger  Communities Local Area Agreement targets5 which consider the impact of teenagers  hanging around on the streets and levels of vandalism, graffiti and deliberate damage to  property.  The public’s perception of safety can be affected by visual disorder such as vandalised  buildings or graffiti, and is also directly related to the number of other people present.  Good design, maintenance standards and the range of activities available within a green  space affect the quality of experience and encourage use.  To discourage crime and anti-social behaviour, we will adopt a multi-agency approach  to green space development. We will work in partnership with young people and  disadvantaged groups to develop facilities which meet their needs, generate ownership,  and reduce the perceived threat of young people gathered together. Green spaces  considered to be a focus of anti-social behaviour will have their design and layout  assessed to identify what practical improvements can be made.

Action 18.

Develop revised grounds maintenance standards and associated monitoring, to include  removing graffiti and fly-tipping within agreed time limits.

5 Safer and Stronger Communities Block targets A1.1a, A1.1b, A1.1c, A1.1d
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Action 19.

Identify redundant buildings within green spaces and refer them to the Property and Estate  Management section to consider their future use.

Action 20.

New open spaces will follow the Secured by Design principles, which aim to design out  crime, and will be assessed by the police crime prevention unit.

Policy 6 To use development opportunities to improve the quality and provision of open  space.  The East of England Plan6 lays the foundations for substantial change at Hemel  Hempstead  ‘The strategy for Hemel Hempstead couples growth in housing and employment  with transformational physical, social and economic regeneration of the original  new town...’  New housing growth will be concentrated mainly at Hemel Hempstead with brownfield  redevelopment opportunities being maximised. Other key areas of the strategy are:  ‘Focused and coordinated action to raise opportunities and expectations and make  better provision for local residents in terms of health, education, employment,  transport and quality of life.

Ensuring the strategic transport network is adequate to support the growth of the  town and creating the conditions for significantly increased public transport, walking  and cycling within and around it.

Substantial improvement to the image and quality of the town’s built fabric and  public realm, including multifunctional green space.’

within a former garage block. New estates should provide sufficient open space for their

community, and be landscaped to provide a quality setting and It is important that we seize upon these opportunities and identify, protect and create green  spaces at all levels. This will make sure that we get the best possible outcomes for the  community.  All new housing development has an impact on the existing green space resource and  infrastructure, whether it is on the scale of the East of England Plan, or infill development  to enhance the surrounding  area. A copy of the required design standards is included in Appendix 1. Dacorum Borough  Council expects that new development will deliver additional and improved green spaces  for the residents of the Borough. These will support the strategic development of the  Borough’s green space resource forming a well designed network of interconnected sites  providing for:

6 East of England Plan Policy LA2: Hemel Hempstead Key Centre for Development and Change, May 2008
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Children’s play

Outdoor sports

Informal relaxation

Sustainable transport

Access to nature

Contributions to off-site facilities are essential to increase the capacity of existing  resources. The ongoing development of the Local Development Framework, will include  a detailed, evidence-based Infrastructure and Delivery Plan which will deal amongst  other things with developer contributions. For the intervening period an interim developer  contributions policy has been commissioned which should come into effect in 2010.  Information supplied by national bodies such as Sport England’s facilities costs will provide  key evidence for this study.
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	5. 
	Section 1 -  Policies and actions (Page 22 - Page 29) - Please make any comments about the policies and actions, or specific policy, here 


(Gruff Edwards) The Forum is concerned by the following under Policy 1:
“Redevelopment of areas of open space which are of poor quality, design and integration  will be supported, provided the proposed alternative use meets community needs.”

We see this as a route to facilitate leisure building development, parking, access roads and light pollution simply on the grounds that an open area is currently perceived as failing. Reasons for the failure of the are as an amenity for wildlife or and/or quiet enjoyment should instead be identified and addressed.
	6. 
	Area Studies - Tring - Please add your comments on the priorities and actions for this area. 


DEF Comments here. Please go to  www.dacorum.gov.uk/consultation for the relevant area study.
	7. 
	Area Studies - Berkhamsted and Northchurch - Please add your comments on the priorities and actions for this area. 


DEF Comments here. Please go to  www.dacorum.gov.uk/consultation for the relevant area study.
	8. 
	Area Studies - Hemel Hempstead, General - Please add your comments on the priorities and actions for this area. 


DEF Comments here. Please go to  www.dacorum.gov.uk/consultation for the relevant area study.
	9. 
	Area Studies - Hemel Hempstead North East - Please add your comments on the priorities and actions for this area. 


DEF Comments here. Please go to  www.dacorum.gov.uk/consultation for the relevant area study.
	10. 
	Area Studies - Hemel Hempstead North West - Please add your comments on the priorities and actions for this area. 


(Gruff Edwards)  re (6.3.2 Cycling) Shared use of footpath, Shrubhill Common to Fields End Lane. This route is already used by walkers, joggers and dog walkers, and additionally, though illegally,  by cyclists and some motorcyclists to the detriment of other users and of the purposes of Shrubhill Local Nature Reserve and the hedgerow-enclosed Field End footpath which acts as a wildlife corridor for it. We do not see promotion of this route as contributing to sustainability in the sense of replacing car journeys by cycling. 
Further DEF Comments here. Please go to  www.dacorum.gov.uk/consultation for the relevant area study.
	11. 
	Area Studies - Hemel Hempstead South - Please add your comments on the priorities and actions for this area. 


DEF Comments here. Please go to  www.dacorum.gov.uk/consultation for the relevant area study.
	12. 
	Area Studies - Bovingdon, Chipperfield, and Kings Langley - Please add your comments on the priorities and actions for this area. 


DEF Comments here. Please go to  www.dacorum.gov.uk/consultation for the relevant area study.
	13. 
	Area Studies - Ashridge and Watling - Please add your comments on the priorities and actions for this area. 


DEF Comments here. Please go to  www.dacorum.gov.uk/consultation for the relevant area study.
	14. 
	Any other comments? (If your comment refers to a specific section of the draft strategy, please put the section and / or page number and title) 


DEF Comments here. Please go to  www.dacorum.gov.uk/consultation for the relevant area study.
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