Fuel Poverty / Affordable Warmth Strategy briefing note

A Fuel Poverty Strategy for Dacorum was written in 2003 following the introduction of the requirement to report on tackling fuel poverty as part of the annual HECA report to Defra. A household is said to be in Fuel Poverty if 10% or more of their income is spent on heating bills.

It is proposed that the strategy be updated. Since 2003 levels of fuel poverty have increased considerably. In January 2003 National Energy Action estimated that 1.2 million households (5.9%) in the UK were in Fuel Poverty. In December 2008 this increased to 5.1 million (19%), largely due to rising energy bills.

The current strategy is an internal document focusing on energy efficiency improvements for housing in the public and private sector, publicising grants, mailings to benefit claimants and referrals from visiting officers. 

It is proposed that the updated strategy is called an Affordable Warmth Strategy as this is a more client friendly term. It will be written in partnership with agencies such as West Herts PCT and Age Concern and develop a wider referral network for households at risk of fuel poverty. It will tie in with the Housing Energy Strategy for DBC Housing. It will also cover publicising grants for energy efficiency improvements available for private sector housing through the Herts Essex Energy Partnership to be launched on 8th July. £440,000 has been allocated for in Dacorum from 2009/10 to 2010/11.

Provisional Strategy Consultation Timetable

1st Draft 

June 2009 


Comments requested from Directors and Heads of Service 

8th June, 2009

Comments from Healthier Communities and Older People’s Group

July 2009


Comments requested from LSP support group
18th August, 2009
Multi Agency Affordable Warmth Strategy Action Planning to be facilitated by National Energy Action.
Final Draft 

18th November, 2009

Comments from Social Overview and Scrutiny Committee

9th February, 2010

Approval and recommendation for adoption from Cabinet

3rd March, 2010

Adopted by Council
