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NEWSLETTER - SUMMER 2011 

Please find below news and information provided by organisations linked to Dacorum Environmental 
CƻǊǳƳΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ 
please contact Lizzy Staincliffe on 01442 228739 or lizzy.staincliffe@dacorum.gov.uk 

DACORUM BOROUGH COUNCIL 

COMMUNITY CHAMPION AWARD 2011 
LǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǎƘƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǘƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ƻǊ ǎomeone you know that 
deserves the recognition for keeping Dacorum clean, safe and green.  The search for a Community Champion will 
be running for the third year to recognise the spirit of individuals and community groups who work on a voluntary 
basis to make their community cleaner, safer and greener.    
 
You can nominate yourself, an individual or a group. There are a number of reasons that could make your 
ƴƻƳƛƴŜŜǎ Ψ/ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎΣΩ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊ ǊŜŎȅŎƭŜ ƻǊ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎΣ ŎǊŜating 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ƭƛǘǘŜǊ ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǎŎƘŜƳŜΦ [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ 
Community Champion Award went to Manor Estate Residents Association (MERA) in Apsley for encouraging good 
neighbours and a strong community with civic pride who support one another.  
 
You can fill in a nomination form with full terms and condition online at www.dacorum.gov.uk/csgawards or 
request a hard copy by calling 01442 228000 and asking for clean safe and green or emailing 
cleansafegreen@dacorum.gov.uk 
The closing date for entries is 5pm on Thursday 11 August 2011. 
The winner will receive a trophy and will be featured in the next edition of Dacorum Digest.  

 

WALL TO WALL WITH FLOWERS 

 

The Mayor of Dacorum, Cllr Gillian Chapman, officially opened the 
Walled Garden in a red ribbon cutting ceremony at Gadebridge Park 
on Friday 1 July.  
 
5ŀŎƻǊǳƳ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ /ƭŜŀƴ {ŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ DǊŜŜƴ ǘŜŀƳ ƘŀǾŜ 
worked throughout the winter to refurbish the outdoor furniture 
and work on the plants and bedding. Sadly since the completion, 
the plants have been vandalised. The Council has installed a CCTV 
camera overseeing the area to stop any further vandalism. 
 
A frequent user of the Walled Gardens, 91 year old Rolf Warrick 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ¢ƻǿƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜn coming to the Gadebridge 
Park for 45 years to mainly walk my dog and enjoy the beauty of the 
area and the Walled Gardens this year is the best that I have ever 
seen it.   The Walled Gardens is the jewel in the crown of Hemel 
IŜƳǇǎǘŜŀŘΗέ 
 
Environmental Portfolio Holder for Environment and Sustainability, 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊ WǳƭƛŜ [ŀǿǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ ²ŀƭƭŜŘ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŦŜŀǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
eyes and its beautiful array of colourful flowers makes it the perfect 
place to read, draw, reflect and unwind. Please come and enjoy the 
ƎŀǊŘŜƴΦέ 
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LOVE FOOD HATE WASTE MESSAGE TOURS DACORUM 
Did you know that we throw away 8.3 million tonnes of food a year most of which  could have been eaten.    
A team from the Waste Services Unit joined WasteAware's mobile giant billboard information van in Tring, Apsley 
and Hemel Hempstead and drove the message home of how food lovers can save up to £50 a month by throwing 
away less food.  
 
Over 300 Dacorum residents heard how to save their dough by not wasting their bread and other foods as Council 
officers joined the Love Food Hate Waste campaign.   
 
Many residents who spoke to the team agreed that they were wasting a lot of food, especially fruit and 
vegetables. Officers gave out recipe cards to help them to love their leftovers and shared food waste wisdom.  
 
The waste experts also shared tips on how to save up to £50 a month by throwing away less food, and as a result 
diverting unnecessary food waste from landfill. As well as shoppers at local supermarkets the Love Food Hate 
Waste message was shared with young people at Leisure World in Hemel Hempstead and 42 % of the bluetooth 
messages were received and read by mobile phone users in the area.    
To find out more visit www.dacorum.gov.uk/recycling 
 

DRIVING RECYCLING MESSAGE HOME 

 
The Waste Services Unit has procured seven refuse collection vehicles with interchangeable billboards for key 
themed messages.  
 
The refuse vehicles have been produced with eye catching recycling messages on food waste and general 
recycling. The billboard posters are an interchangeable, educational tool to remind residents of the variety of 
materials that can be recycled. The message aims to be memorable as well as informative. 
 
Craig Thorpe, 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ DǊƻǳǇ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ²Ŝ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŎƘƻǎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƘŀƴƎŜŀōƭŜ ōƻŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ 
refuse vehicles so our messages to the residents can be refreshed on a regular basis. Thank you to everyone that is 
recycling and I hope the new messages serve aǎ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜŎȅŎƭŜŘέ  
 
Dacorum Borough Council is recycling 48% and it boasts of having one of the top recycling rates in Hertfordshire.   
Look out for new messages on the refuse vehicles throughout the year from different Council campaigns.   
 

TOP TIPS IN FEEDING YOUR GREEN BIN   
This summer, ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŦŜŜŘ ƻƴŜ ŜȄǘǊŀ ƳƻǳǘƘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǿƘŜŜƭŜŘ ōƛƴΦ 
Remember that you can feed your green wheeled bin with all cooked and uncooked food waste including meat, 
poultry and fish.  
 
1. Use your kitchen kaddy 
You can put all cooked and uncooked food waste into your green wheeled bin along with your cardboard and 
garden waste. If you are concerned about smells and flies, you can use both your green and grey bin for food 
ǿŀǎǘŜΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ǿŜŜƪ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƎǊŜŜƴ ōƛƴ ǿƛƭƭ 
be made into compost and the contents of your grey bin is sent to landfill.  

http://www.dacorum.gov.uk/recycling
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To help you feed your green bin, we are offering every homŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ŦƛǾŜ ƭƛǘǊŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ 
kaddy. The kaddy will help in collecting cooked and uncooked food waste and plate scraps in the kitchen for your 
green wheeled bin. Call 01442 228000 and ask for Waste Services for a free kitchen kaddy. 
 
2. Keep your bins clean  
Line your green and grey wheeled bin with newspapers or cardboard to stop any items sticking to the bottom.   In 
your grey bin you can use bin liners or you can bag up your waste.  
 
3. Wrap your food waste 
Wrap your food waste in newspaper or cardboard, or use a compostable bag in your kitchen kaddy for emptying 
into your green wheeled bin. You can buy small composting bags for the kitchen kaddy for £2 (roll of 25 bags) form 
Cupid Green Depot, (cash or cheque) and Hemel Hempstead Civic Centre and Victoria Hall, Tring (cheque or card 
payment only). You can also buy suitable compostable kitchen kaddy bags at www.bincompany.com ς see food 
waste bags section.  Please do not use any other biodegradable bags as they may not be suitable in the 
composting process.  
 
4. Cover it up 
5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŦƻƻŘ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǳƴŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ŦƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƎƎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ōƛƴΦ   
Please remember every week to recycle plastic bottles, newspapers, magazines, junkmail, food and drinks cans 
and coloured glass bottles and jars. For more information on recycling visit www.dacorum.gov.uk/recycling  or call 
01442 228000 and ask for Waste Services. 

 

5hbΩ¢ .Lb L¢ - RECYCLE IT 
Do you have any unwanted IT equipment lying around at home or cluttering your garage? 
In October you can take your unwanted IT equipment to Cupid Green Depot for recycling. You will be doing your 
bit to reduce the impact of IT waste on the environment and you will be clearing your home of clutter.  
 
The Waste Services Unit, working alongside Herts WasteAware Partnership, has teamed up with Eco Systems in 
giving you an opportunity to donate your old computers, televisions and other IT equipment.  
 
You can drop off your unwanted computers, monitors, printers, scanners, MP3 players, games consoles etc on:  
Saturday 1 October, 9am ς 3pm 
Cupid Green Depot  
Redbourn Road 
Hemel Hempstead 
Herts. HP2 7BA 
 
Our partners, Eco Systems operate a 0% landfill policy which means 85% of the equipment you bring will be 
refurbished and re-used. The remaining 15% is separated into different materials and recycled and all hard drives 
will be erased.  
 
The last IT Take back event was in 2008 when we broke the record of collecting the most redundant IT equipment 
in 5 hours in the whole of Europe!  A staggering total of 2,000 pieces of IT equipment were collected to be recycled 
or refurbished and utilised in the UK.  To find out more contact 01442 228000 and for ask for Waste Services or 
visit www.dacorum.gov.uk/recycling 
 
HERTS ESSEX ENERGY PARTNERSHIP INSULATION OFFER 
Dacorum Borough Council heavily discounted loft and cavity wall insulation is available for just £49 each or FREE*, 
for a limited time only! The cheapest installed insulation currently available. 
 
Dacorum Borough Council backed scheme, Herts and Essex Energy partnership (HEEP) has a limited amount of 
funding to discount loft and cavity wall insulation on a first come, first served basis. Available for privately owned 
and privately rented households. 
 
Without enough loft insulation up to a quarter of your households heat could be escaping through your roof. By 
installing insulation separately, loft insulation can save you around £145 and cavity wall insulation around £110 
every year.**  

http://www.bincompany.com/
http://www.dacorum.gov.uk/recycling
http://www.dacorum.gov.uk/recycling
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¢ƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ƭƻŦǘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǾƛǘȅ ǿŀƭƭ ƛƴǎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀǘ Ƨǳǎǘ £49 each, or 
FREE* when in receipt of a qualifying means tested benefits, call our dedicated freephone number on 0800 980 
6026. 
 
* All offers are subject to a free technical survey, limited funding, council approval and qualifying criteria. 
** Savings are based on a gas 3 bedroom semi detached house without loft or cavity wall insulation 
 

GREENHOUSE GAS REPORTING 
In April 2011, the Government introduced a new method for Local Authorities to report the greenhouse gas 
emissions released as a result of their operations.  Dacorum Borough Council is finalising its reports for the years 
нллфκмл ŀƴŘ нлмлκмм ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ Wǳƭȅ нлмм ŀǘ 
www.dacorum.gov.uk/sustainability 
 
Dacorum Borough Council is currently developing an environmental management system that will improve its 
management of the use of natural resources including fuel and electricity to ensure that it is continually working to 
reduce its impact on the environment. 
 

GROUNDWORK HERTFORDSHIRE 

Groundwork Hertfordshire runs a range of environmental and community projects across Hertfordshire, Luton and 
Bedfordshire covering six main themes. Some current projects in Dacorum include:  
 

EDUCATION - BROADFIELD SCHOOL NATURE AREA  
A group of students, teachers, parents and partner organisations came together at Broadfield School on 26th May 
to see the new nature area formally opened by County Councillor Ron Tindall.  This Groundwork project has been 
a great success with input from a range of organisations resulting a wonderful new teaching, wildlife and 
community resource.  For more information - becky.naman@groundwork.org.uk  / 01707 255186 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                             

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITIES - GREENAIDERS GARDENING PROJECT  
The GreenAiders project continues to deliver gardening support to vulnerable adults in Dacorum with funding 
from HCC Health and Community Services.  The tasks also offer a great opportunity for local volunteers to get out 
in the fresh air, take some light exercise, meet new people and actively support their local community.  New 
volunteers are always welcome!  For more information or to sign up as a volunteer - 
rebecca.watts@groundwork.org.uk / 01707 255178 

 

Pupils help Cllr Ron Tindall cut the 
ribbon across the willow archway 

 
 

The new pond and dipping platform 

http://www.dacorum.gov.uk/sustainability
mailto:becky.naman@groundwork.org.uk
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COMMUNITIES ς ΨtŀǎǎǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ DƻΩ .ŜƴƴŜǘǘǎ 9ƴŘ !ƭƭƻǘƳŜƴǘ wŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ 

The Bennetts End allotment site has now been cleared of vegetation, 
rotavated and secured with a new fence.  A volunteer event saw the plots 
marked out and paths created with wood chippings (see picture) and a 
training event was held at the site during Adult Learning Week to provide 
practical information on how to grow vegetable on windowsills and in small 
gardens.  DBC has begun to allocate plots to residents, some of whom are 
already on site and working hard to catch up with the growing season.  Still to 
be delivered is final volunteer activity to construct rainwater harvesters on 
site along with some further community training opportunities linked to the 
project. 
 
This project is funded by The Dacorum Partnership as part of the Passport To 
Go programme which aims to assist those most affected by the recession by 
offering a package of individual help for people who want to improve their 
chances in life through new experiences and learning opportunities. 
For more information - alan.sweetman@groundwork.org.uk  / 01707 255182 

 
COMMUNITIES -  PRIORY GRANGE FOOD GROWING PROJECT 
Groundwork is working with Priory Grange mental health hospital in Felden to develop a series of food growing 
plots and a rain water harvesting system for use by service users as part of the occupational therapy programme.  
The plots have been created and most are already in use.  Further work, to construct an access for all paths to the 
site, other practical improvements and to deliver some training sessions for staff and service users, are planned for 
the coming months.  The hospital kitchen staff are also involved in the project enabling the produce to be fully 
utilised and for all service users and staff to see the full cycle and benefit of local food production at the site.  
Funding for the project has been secured from Cllr Richard Roberts through the Locality Budget scheme, the 
5ŀŎƻǊǳƳ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΩǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ grants and a contribution from the hospital itself. 

 
LANDSCAPE ς TWO WATERS PHASE I 
Groundwork has been commissioned by Dacorum Borough Council to take forward the design and development of 
practical improvements to three linked sites in Apsley, Hemel Hempstead.  The proposals are being developed 
following a Feasibility Study looking at all open spaces in the Two Waters area.  The project proposals include 
habitat and landscape improvements to fishing lakes and former watercress beds with the intention to make these 
sites more accessible to the general public.  Other proposals will see new and improved play facilities, paths, 
entrances, seating, signage and woodland management works in two public open spaces off Durrants Hill Road 
and Lawn Lane with improved access to the Grand Union Canal which runs between the two sites.  A well attended 
public consultation event was held in Apsley on 16 May and residents were encouraged to submit their views on 
line via the Council website. The proposals have found strong support.  Groundwork is currently working to secure 
necessary consents for the work from DBC Planning, the Environment Agency and Forestry Commission. 
For more information ς julia.watts@groundwork.org.uk / 01707 255175. 
 

YOUTH ς NATIONAL CITIZENSHIP AT EXTREMECONNEXIONS 
Groundwork will be working with Connexions to provide design advice and practical support to a group of young 
people in Hemel to enable them to lead improvements to the surrounding landscape at the new 
ExtremeConnexions centre being developed at Jarmans Park.  The new centre will house a range of extreme sports 
facilities and youth support services when it opens later this year.  The landscaping project will form part of the 
άbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜέ ǘƘŀǘ aims to bring together 16-year-olds from different backgrounds and around the 
country to become community volunteers and join in outdoor pursuits.  
 

THE BOX MOOR TRUST 

 2011 CALENDAR COMPETITION 
The theme for this year's competition is 'Pastimes and Pastures' and can be interpreted however you choose. 
 Entry in the competition is free and entrants may submit a maximum of 10 photographs.  All photos must have 
been taken on, or of, Box Moor Trust land.  Photos should be submitted as prints, however winning images will be 
required to be supplied in a high resolution digital format (minimum 300 dpi).  The closing date is Monday 8th 

mailto:alan.sweetman@groundwork.org.uk
mailto:julia.watts@groundwork.org.uk
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August 2011, following which the entries will be judged.  A winner, second place and third place will be selected 
and another nine photographs will be chosen for the calendar.  £100 will be awarded to the winner, £50 to second 
and £25 to the third placed photographers, and there will also be smaller cheques for all other photographers 
whose pictures are selected for the calendar.  The entry form is available from the Box Moor Trust website, or if 
you would prefer a hard copy to be sent to you give us a ring on 01442 253300.  Happy snapping! 
 

TRANSITION TOWN BERKHAMSTED 

ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORT WEEKEND 16th -18th SEPTEMBER 
Transition Town Berkhamsted will be encouraging everyone in the town to consider alternative ways to get around 
- bike, trike, skate board, wheelchair all qualify, as well as walking, running and hang-gliding. If we can think of 
ways to leave the private car at home then so much the better. There will be connections made with our vibrant 
town markets, and the annual Berkhamsted BikeFest, to show what fun staying local can be. Please come and join 
us in this festival of fresh-air. For more details on what will be happening and how to get involved contact Danny 
Bonnett on 07795 236402  
 

HEMEL IN TRANSITION (HiT) 

 THURSDAY 22 SEPTEMBER: GREEN TEA AT THE HEMEL FOOD GARDEN 
Come and find out more about this incredible new community food project in the centre of town, and how you 
can be a part of it. Details to be confirmed, visit www.hemelintransition.org for more information. 

TRING IN TRANSITION (TinT) 

SOLAR PV PROJECT 
Tring in Transition has set up a very active solar PV group, which already has 11 individuals/organisations on board 
in principle to join together to bulk buy PV solar panel installations.  This aims to provide significant savings on 
cost.  If you are interested in principle to a solar PV installation on your house/office/church etc contact Andrew 
Herbert on 07768-320808 or at aherbert@jnsolutions.ltd.uk 
  
The group aims to identify potential installers in September, and to have installations commissioned before the 
next Feed In Tariffs review takes place.   
 

TURNING FOOD WASTE INTO ELECTRICITY  
¢ƘŜ ¢ƛƴ¢ ²ŀǎǘŜ ŀƴŘ wŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ DǊƻǳǇ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ¢ǊƛƴƎΩǎ ŦƻƻŘ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŀƴŀŜǊƻōƛŎ ŘƛƎŜǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ 
generation took a big step forward at a recent meeting. Cawleys, the firm that collects all of the food waste from 
the local Waitroses, is very keen to include all food outlets in Tring in their round and are offering very good rates 
for those adopting the scheme.  Cawleys will be making site visits in Tring to evaluate the practicalities of food 
waste collection. 

 

http://www.hemelintransition.org/
mailto:aherbert@jnsolutions.ltd.uk

