
1 
 

 
NEWSLETTER - SPRING 2011 

Please find below news and information provided by organisations linked to Dacorum Environmental 
CƻǊǳƳΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ 
please contact Lizzy Staincliffe on 01442 228739 or lizzy.staincliffe@dacorum.gov.uk 

DACORUM BOROUGH COUNCIL 

PAYING BACK TO THE COMMUNITY 
! ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ 5ŀŎƻǊǳƳΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ {ŀŦŜǘȅ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦŦŜƴŘŜǊǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀmends for their crimes 
by carrying out tasks for the local community across the Borough in the next year. 
 
¢ƘŜ Ψ/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ tŀȅōŀŎƪΩ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ IŜǊǘǎ tǊƻōŀǘƛƻƴ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ tŀȅōŀŎƪ ²ƻǊƪŜǊǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ 
community projects to give back to the communities they have affected. 
 
The Community Safety Partnership has provided the funding for a Supervisor to manage teams paying back 
regularly across Dacorum for the next year. Teams of eight offenders, all under unpaid work orders from the 
courts, will be wearing high-visibility 'Community Payback' vests while they're working, so people can see they're 
paying back for their crimes. They will work in Dacorum from Friday to Monday through to November this year. 
 
5ŀŎƻǊǳƳΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ tŀȅōŀŎƪ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ started off with a team digging a ǘǊŀƳǇƻƭƛƴŜ Ǉƛǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ DǊƻǾŜƘƛƭƭ 
Adventure Playground to benefit the children that go there. 
 
Each year across Hertfordshire over 100,000 payback hours are worked - equivalent to £500,000 of free labour for 
local organisations, charities and schools. Even before the regular payback arrangements were made for Dacorum 
many local community organisations already benefited from community payback. Projects have previously been 
ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀǘ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ schemes, local parks, community centres, youth clubs, schools and scout 
huts, providing labour for improvements that ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜΦ 
 
For more information on the work of 5ŀŎƻǊǳƳΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ {ŀŦŜǘȅ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ visit www.saferdacorum.info  
 

SUCCESSFUL ACTION OVER ILLEGAL RUBBISH DUMPING IN HIGHFIELD 
Dacorum Borough Council has taken action over illegal rubbish dumping in Highfield. The ongoing problem at 
Bellgate shops was targeted by Council services and four people have now received £75 fixed penalty notices for 
littering.  Officers from Waste Services, Environmental Enforcement, Neighbourhood Action and the Housing 
Service joined forces to crack the problem which saw almost daily incidents of rubbish dumping. 
 
A Council spokesperson said, "Daily inspection and clearance had to be carried out, costing considerable time and 
resource.  This irresponsible behaviour also attracted more fly tipping and rubbish and made the area look untidy 
and uncared for. We are pleased to say that the area has now been clear for two weeks.  This method of targeting 
problem areas will be used across the Borough to reinforce the zero tolerance approach towards littering, 
dumping or fly-tipping of rubbish." 
 
The penalty notices were issued after warning notices were put up and letters were sent to residents and shops 
advising that a zero tolerance approach was to be taken against this problem.  
 
 
 
 

mailto:lizzy.staincliffe@dacorum.gov.uk
http://www.saferdacorum.info/
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT ADVICE NOTE  
The Council is finalising a Sustainable Development Advice Note to help support the delivery of sustainable and 
ƭƻǿ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ !ŘǾƛŎŜ bƻǘŜ ƻƴ ά!ŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎέ (January 2006). 
 
The revised Advice Note will set out the CƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ 
through the Local Development Framework. The revised guidance note is linked to the launch of a carbon 
compliance tool called C-Plan together with the establishment of carbon emission reduction for different types of 
development in different areas of the borough. It will also launch an online Sustainability Statement to provide a 
simplified version of the Sustainability Checklist contained in Appendix 1 of the Local Plan. There will also be 
specific requirements relating to energy and water. 
 
The Sustainable Development Advice Note is expected to be published on 23 March 2011; however changes to 
ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ website means it  will not be able to be published until 4 April at the earliest. Please contact 
Strategic Planning via email at strategic.planning@dacorum.gov.uk or telephone 01442 228660 for further 
information. 
 

RECYCLING ON THE GO 
5ŀŎƻǊǳƳ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ /ƭŜŀƴ {ŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ DǊŜŜƴ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ƻƴ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ōƛƴǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 

the borough to boost further recycling.  

 

The twin bin recycling facility will be installed in spring at key high footfall areas such as the town centres, Hemel 

bus station, High Streets, on school routes and popular open green spaces. Dacorum residents will be able to use 

the facility to throw litter on one side and recycle newspapers, magazines and/or plastic bottles and cans on the 

other.  

 

A Council spokesperson ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

so it makes sense to have facilities that will help people to recycle on the go, whilst they are walking down the 

High Street, for instance. We encourage everyone to use the on street recycling bins responsibly wherever you see 

ǘƘŜƳΦέ 

 

¢ƘŜ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƛƴ ōƛƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǊǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ /ǳǇƛŘ DǊŜŜƴ 5ŜǇƻǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ 

be sent away to a reprocessor to be made into new items and so it is vitally important to not contaminate the bins 

with anything other than the specified items on the bin.   

 

For more information on street recycling bins, please call 01442 228000 and ask for the Clean Safe and Green 

Department.  

 

REAL NAPPIES ARE THE REAL DEAL  
Real nappies have come a long way from the terry towelling days. Not only do they look good now but they can 
save you money and are kinder to the planet.  
 
On average a baby from birth to potty will get through approximately 4,500 disposable nappies. That means at 
least £700 spent on disposables. As a nation, the UK deals with the disposal to landfill of nearly 3 billion used 
nappies every year (8 million a day) at a cost of £40 million. However, re-usable nappies provide a less expensive 
option which has the added benefit of being far more environmentally sound.  
 
If you are interested in buying reusable nappies, we can give you £60 cashback for making the right choice. For 
more information call 01442 228000.  
 
Look out on our website www.dacorum.gov.uk/recycling and in the local newspaper for details of local activities to 
mark Real Nappy Week, 16 ς 22 May.  
 
 

mailto:strategic.planning@dacorum.gov.uk
http://www.dacorum.gov.uk/recycling
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CHANGES TO YOUR REFUSE AND RECYCLING COLLECTIONS 
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŦǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ 
collection and we have made improvements to the collection schedule. The improvements will make it easier for 
us to keep you informed of changes to the normal collection schedules.  
Starting from Easter we will be collecting the same coloured bin from all households across the borough, rather 
than collecting green waste from half the households and grey waste from the other half, as we do now.  
EASTER BANK HOLIDAY REVISED COLLECTIONS 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ōŜƭƻǿ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾƛǎŜŘ ŘŀǘŜǎΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǿŜŜƪǎΩ ƎǊŜȅ ōƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ Ǌƻǿ 
while the new schedules switch over. Please also note that we will not be collecting recycling boxes from Tuesday 
26 to Thursday 28 April. We will start collecting recycling boxes again from Tuesday 3 May.  

Normal Collection    Revised Collection 

Monday 18 April  Monday 18 April  

Tuesday 19 April  Tuesday 19 April  

Wednesday 20 April  Wednesday 20 April  

Thursday 21 April  Thursday 21 April  

Friday 22 April  Saturday 23 April  

Monday 25 April  Tuesday 26 April 

Tuesday 26 April  Tues 26 or Weds 27 April*  

Wednesday 27 April  Weds 27 April or Thurs 28 April 

Thursday 28 April  Thursday 28 April  

Friday 29 April  Thurs 28 April or Sat 30 April* 

Monday 2 May  Tuesday 3 May  

Tuesday 3 May  Wednesday 4 May  

Wednesday 4 May  Thursday 5 May  

Thursday 5 May  Friday 6 May 

Friday 6 May Saturday 7 May 

Look out for your new waste collection calendar which will be delivered to you in March. This will replace the 

calendar that you received in December.  

If you have not received a copy of the new Waste Collection Calendar, attached please find a copy. If you would 

like a hard copy then please call 01442 228000 

{/Ihh[{ Ψ5hbΩ¢ [h{9 L¢Φ w9¦{9 L¢ΦΩ 
Dacorum secondary schools have had the opportunity to take part in a unique county wide waste reduction 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ5ƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǎŜ ƛǘΦ wŜǳǎŜ ƛǘΦΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜǎ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǳǎŜ ƛŘŜŀǎΦ  
 
The Hertfordshire Waste Partnership (which Dacorum Borough Council is part of) joined forces with a theatrical 
company called ImpACT Universal Limited to spread the message in a fun and informative stage play. 
 
The programme will enable Year 8 students in 50 Hertfordshire secondary schools to think about the 
consequences that waste has on our environment and how some simple steps to reuse waste can benefit us while 
also benefiting the environment. Some characters in the performance included; Alan Carr ς Charity Man, who will 
ōŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ ǎƘƻǇǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ Dƻƪ ²ŀƴ ƻƴ ΨIƻǿ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜŎȅŎƭŜŘΗΩΦ  
 
In Dacorum, The Astley Cooper School, Adeyfield School, Bridgewater School, Cavendish School, John F Kennedy 
School, Longdean School and Tring School all saw the play during March.  
 
The WasteAware Partnership in previous years has run education programmes on recycling, and litter awareness 
however in recent years has changed the focus to waste reduction.  

 Key: 
Leave out grey wheeled bin 

Leave out green wheeled bin 

No recycling box collection 

For your green waste please note: 

 If you are concerned about smells, 

food waste can be placed in the 

grey wheeled bin, but it will be 

sent to landfill 

  Additional green waste can be  

presented for collection alongside 

your green wheeled bin in a 

cardboard box, or alternatively you 

can buy compostable sacks from all 

Council offices or online at 

www.thebincompany.com  
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SPRING INTO COMPOSTING 
LǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ the year to be green fingered around the garden. Give your garden a real treat by composting your 
garden and kitchen waste into a nutritious soil improver to keep your garden and plant pots looking beautiful.  
The home-made compost will provide extra nutrients and help the soil retain moisture, helping the plants stay 
alive during the summer period.   
 
Did you know composting at home for just one year can save global warming gases equivalent to all the CO2 your 
kettle produces annually, or your washing machine produces in 3 months? 
 
If you live in Dacorum you can get a cut price composting bin delivered to your door through the Herts. 
WasteAware Partnership.   
 
Find out more about composting and order your bin online at www.herts.getcomposting.com or call 0845 130 
6090. 

GROUNDWORK HERTFORDSHIRE 

Groundwork Hertfordshire runs a range of environmental and community projects across Hertfordshire, Luton and 
Bedfordshire covering six main themes. Some current projects in Dacorum include:  

COMMUNITIES - GREENAIDERS GARDENING PROJECT  

 
GreenAiders volunteers at task in Hemel Hempstead 

 
EDUCATION - BROADFIELD SCHOOL NATURE AREA  
Groundwork has completed work with school children, the community and volunteers from British Gas to create a 
new nature area in the grounds of Broadfield School in Hemel Hempstead. The area includes a new pond, dipping 
platform, wildflower meadow, fire pit, seating areas, a newt-shaped earth sculpture and a living willow entrance.  
The schŜƳŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ DǊƻǳƴŘǿƻǊƪΩǎ [ŀƛƴƎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ DǊƻǳƴŘǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΣ !ǿŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭΣ !ŘŜȅŦƛŜƭŘ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ 
ς You Choose and other fundraising by the school.   
For more information - becky.naman@groundwork.org.uk  / 01707 255186 

                            
                     Working on the earth sculpture                    Newly completed fire pit and log seating 
 
 
 

The GreenAiders project continues to be a huge success 
ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ΨƻƴŜ-ƻŦŦΩ ƎŀǊdening service to vulnerable 
households in Watford, Dacorum and Broxbourne 
reaching a total of over 120 tasks since the scheme 
began in 2009. Groundwork has recently secured further 
funding from Herts County Council to improve a further 
66 gardens by April 2012. The project in Dacorum to date 
project has been funded by NHS Hertfordshire and 
Hertfordshire County Council Health and Community 
Services Department.  Volunteers are always needed so 
please join us!  
For more information or to sign up as a volunteer - 
rebecca.watts@groundwork.org.uk / 01707 255178  
 

http://www.herts.getcomposting.com/
mailto:becky.naman@groundwork.org.uk
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COMMUNITIES ς Ψt!{{thw¢ ¢h DhΩ .9bb9¢¢{ 9b5 ![[h¢a9b¢ w9D9b9w!¢Lhb 
Work is continuing at Bennetts End to clear and prepare the site for use as allotments, the area has now been 
cleared and will shortly be rotavated.  The fence line has also been cleared and the fence will be erected during 
early April in order to secure the site.  Groundwork has arranged an event for 29th March in order to mark out the 
plots, ready for allocation to local residents on the waiting list.  Initial responses for the event have been very 
positive.  Future events will be organised to construct the water harvesting shelters once the fence is in place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This project is funded by The Dacorum Partnership as part of the Passport To Go programme which aims to assist 
those most affected by the recession by offering a package of individual help for people who want to improve their 
chances in life through new experiences and learning opportunities. 
For more information - alan.sweetman@groundwork.org.uk  / 01707 255182 
 
For more information about our work and how you can get involved, or if you have a good project idea that we 
can help you with then please visit our website - www.groundwork-herts.org.uk or call Emma on 01707 255183 

THE BOX MOOR TRUST 

INSTALLATION OF WOOD BURNING SYSTEM AT NEW HEADQUARTERS 
The Box Moor Trust is to install a wood burning system into its new headquarters on London Road. Logs collected 
from the remains of the cricket bat willow harvest and the clearance of Roughdown Common have been stored in 
readiness for this new initiative.  The secondary wood clearance on Roughdown Common has taken place to clear 
areas once chalk grassland infested with years of neglect.  The felling has been carried out by a contractor who is 
paid in kind having the right to take 70% of the wood to sell on as logs and leaving 30% for the Trust use. 
 
COMMUNITY VILLAGE MUSIC ON THE MOOR 
Music on the Moor is not just a loud two day music festival.  From its beginnings it has held a Community Village 
attraction as a diversion from the music.  This year we are encouraging community groups to come along and 
publicise their efforts.  It is also expected that there will be a Village green to accompany the area to allow a more 
multicultural feel.  We are encouraging sustainable groups, local food, crafts and local performers to entertain on 
the village green.  If you are interested in being involved contact the Box Moor Trust on 01442 253300 or email 
admin@boxmoortrust.org.uk.  
 
CROCUS BULBS 
In conjunction with the Rotary Club the Box Moor Trust planted 2500 crocus corms in October to highlight world 
polio. March saw the first blooming on the site in front of St. Johns Church. 
 
CLAY KILN 
The Box Moor Trust in conjunction with the local Potters Guild and West Hearts College are to construct a clay 
drying kiln on an area of Trust land using wood from the Estate to fuel it.  This will be a community project that will 
be built over the Spring Bank Holiday and fired on the Monday.  

TRANSITION TOWN BERKHAMSTED 

A VISIT TO HOCKERTON SUSTAINABLE HOUSING PROJECT - SATURDAY 21ST MAY  
The Hockerton Housing Project is the UK's first earth sheltered, self-sufficient ecological housing development. 
Project members live a holistic way of life in harmony with the environment, in which all ecological impacts have 
been considered and accounted for. The residents of the five houses generate their own clean energy, harvest 

  

mailto:alan.sweetman@groundwork.org.uk
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their own water and recycle waste materials causing no pollution or carbon dioxide emissions.  
The houses are amongst the most energy efficient, purpose built dwellings in Europe.   
 
Hockerton organise various tours around their housing. The next one with availability is on Saturday 21 May.  They 
charge £24 for a tour from 2 - 5 and take up to 15 people.  
 
Transition Town Berkhamsted is taking up their offer of help and going on a visit. If you would be interested in 
attending with Transition Town Berkhamsted, please contact Bridget Wilkins at bridgetwilkins@btinternet.com 
 
Visit www..hockertonhousingproject.org.uk for more information. 

HEMEL IN TRANSITION (HiT) 

ABBOTS LANGLEY LAUNCH TRANSITION 
Abbots Langley launched itself as a Transition Town on Saturday 5 March, and has already done much to link up 

local food growers ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘƭŜǘǎΦ Iƛ¢ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿŜƴǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ΨŎǊƻǎǎ-ǇƻƭƭƛƴŀǘŜΩ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ ŀ ǎǘŀƭƭ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘŜƳǎ 

crafted along our Remake theme, mystery vegetable cakes and news of our solar power Green Tea event this 

month. 

BULK BUYING SCHEME 
HiT can offer you reduced prices and packaging on Ecover washing up liquid and dishwasher detergent, and Faith 

in Nature shampoo. If interested please contact HiT at hemelintransition@googlemail.com 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 Saturday 2nd April: Transition film showing An event organised by Abbots Langley Transition Town 
Association, at 10.30am Methodist Church Hall, Langley Road.   

 Monday 18 April: ReMake. A family fun day at the Apsley Paper Trail run by HiT. Come and learn how to knit 
or crochet an Easter Egg bag by using nothing but recycled textiles. No great skill necessary, but if you have 
some, why not come and share it? For adults and families alike, although best for children over 8. Bring along 
your own colourful plastic bags/bread bags/frozen veg bags (washed!).  Knitting needles/crochet hooks 
available on the day. Two drop-in sessions, running 10.30am - 12.30pm and 1.30pm - 3.30pm. 

 Thursday 24 June: HiT Green Tea on Climate Change 
 

For more information, please visit www.hemelintransition.org or email hemelintransition@googlemail.com  
 

DACORUM LOCAL FOOD INITIATIVE 

DACORUM LOCAL FOOD WORKSHOP 
35 people attended a workshop at Ashridge Business School in February, which was organised by local food groups 
in the Dacorum area. The 35 delegates were from a wide range of interests in the local food sector. The workshop 
was designed to identify key actions that would be both effective and achievable, that could be worked on to 
improve our local food economy, security and sustainability. 
 
5 key actions were identified:  

 Map and promote producers, land, retailers and markets;  

 Raise awareness and education;  

 Support existing and new CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ aŀǊƪŜǘǎΤ  

 Find a way and means to fund a champion/co-ordinator; and 

 Input into the allotment review. 
 

The draft Dacorum Sustainable Food Strategy was formally accepted. It will become a working document that can 
be added to and developed as the need arises. It will be published online on the Dacorum Environmental Forum 
website sometime in the coming months. 
 

A group called the Dacorum Local Food Initiative has formed to continue with the actions identified in the 
workshop.  If you would like to find out more about the initiative or would like to get involved, please contact 
Marion Baker at marionb@dsl.pipex.com 

mailto:bridgetwilkins@btinternet.com
http://www.hockertonhousingproject.org.uk/
mailto:hemelintransition@googlemail.com
http://www.hemelintransition.org/
mailto:hemelintransition@googlemail.com
mailto:marionb@dsl.pipex.com
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TRING & BERKHAMSTED CYCLING CAMPAIGN 

TBCC ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The Tring and Berkhamsted Cycling Campaign had its AGM on 16th March.  John Boielle, Acting Chairman, reviewed 
the events of the previous year:  

 the presentation of a petition for 20 mph zones in Berkhamsted to the Dacorum Joint Highways Panel;  

 cycling storage has been improved at Tring, Cheddington, Berkhamsted and Hemel stations;  

 Danny Bonnett led the Summer Solstice ride during Bike Week in June; 

 the group also assisted in launching the Chiltern Cycleway ς 170 miles of cycling in the Chilterns;  

 there were rides to meet fellow cyclists in Hemel and members of SPOKES, who are based in Watford; and 

 the annual Bike Fest in Berkhamsted attracted lots of families and children were encouraged to develop 
their cycling skills with off and on road cycle training. 

 
TBCC are planning some snaking cycle training for the group in April so that more adults feel confident in leading 
and/or assisting children on road rides. TBCC plan to hold a Treasure Hunt in Tring in June during Bike Week, and 
the usual Summer Solstice ride. TBCC are hoping to provide useful input into the Urban Transport Plans for Tring 
ŀƴŘ .ŜǊƪƘŀƳǎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎȅŎƭƛǎǘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎȅŎƭŜ ǇŀǘƘ ŀǘ bƻǊǘƘŦƛŜƭŘ 
Road in Tring and for the resurfacing of the cycle path between Tring and Tring station. 
Come and join us! www.tbcc.org.uk or contact Judy Ewart on 01442 864860 for more information 
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Rudolph Kirst reports on a number of meetings he has attended in Westminster over the last few months and 
provides his opinion.  Please note that the opinions expressed in these reports are not necessarily those of DEF. 
 

THE FLUORIDATION ISSUE 
ά! Judicial Review took place at the Royal Courts of Justice 18th-19th Jan 2011. The threat of our drinking water 
being fluoridated is still with us. The South Central Strategic Health Authority has decided to put haxafluoric acid, a 
deadly poison, into the Southampton Area Water supply at 1 part per million.  
 

Mrs Milner, a citizen affected by this, took the Authority to court claiming that the statutory consultation process 
did not take due account of 72% of the population and some local councils voicing opposition and that the 
scientific evidence against had not been appropriately evaluated. Mrs Milner was opposed by two sets of 
barristers, one for the South Central Strategic Health Authority and one for the Secretary of State for Health itself, 
the Chief Dental Officer also being present. 
 
The case was lost on the grounds that the law on fluoridation, passed in Parliament on 22 March 2005, clearly 
stated that the Authority, having taken note of the public consultation, was entitled to make its own independent 
judgement to fluoridate or not as they thought fit. 
 
I attended most of the hearing and received a copy of the judgement. I am perplexed by a Government, which 
passes a law, which overrides personal discretion and choice as to medication and applies the undemocratic 
principle of mass medication, never mind the fact that fluoridation is scientifically doubtful benefit. This law needs 
changing. The National Pure Water Association, which provided much of the scientific evidence for the case, is 
ƴƻǿ рл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΦέ 

 
OBSCURING THE EVIDENCE OF CONTAMINATING THE BRITISH COUNTRYSIDE WITH UNAUTHORISED 
GM CROPS 
ά! Judicial Review took place on 6th December 2010.  The GM Freeze, an umbrella organisation against GM food 
and crops, took DEFRA to court for not disclosing the location of a rapeseed crop, which was contaminated with 
unauthorised GM rapeseed. GM Freeze maintained that it was essential to be informed of the location, so that 
neighbouring farmers and beekeepers could take some precautions against the spread or effect of the 
contamination. 
 
59Cw! ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǎŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛƴŦǊƛƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅ ŀnd as the presence of the GM crop and its 
remains would diminish over time, the problem would recede.  GM Freeze insisted that however much the GM 
crop remains diminished over time, the GM characteristic would persist for a very long time and could blow up like 

http://www.tbcc.org.uk/


8 
 

an epidemic under the right conditions. 
 
Whilst the case was lost, the problem of GM contamination across the country was highlighted together with the 
need of greater scrutiny to protect our farmland and the environment.  I attended this Judicial Review and noted 
that DEFRA was supported by substantial teams of civil servants and a highly experience barrister. I have the full 
ǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ƛŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻǇȅΦέ 
 

NUCLEAR POWER CONSIDERED TO BE GREEN 
άLƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ Ƴy question directed to Mark Prisk, Minister for Business and Enterprise at the meeting of the All-
Party Parliamentary Environment Group on 14 December 2010, I was given the reply that whilst Nuclear Power 
was not renewable, it was considered to be green. I ƎŀǾŜ ƘƛƳ Ƴȅ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ CŀƭƭŀŎȅ ƻŦ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ tƻǿŜǊΦέ 
 

ENVIRONMENT SECRETARY GIVES PERMISSION TO SELL FARMLAND 
ά¢ƘŜ ¢ƛƳŜǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ с aŀǊŎƘ нлмм ǘƘŀǘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜ {ǇŜƭƳŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΣ ƘŀŘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭǎ 
permission to sell their farmland. Some councils in England are planning to do so and to enhance the value of the 
land by providing building permission as part of the deal. In addition parks, sports and playing fields, woodland and 
other open spaces are being sold off. The Dacorum Environmental Forum is herewith advised to approach County 
Hall as to their intentions and to register its strongest objections backed by the current policy documents. For 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 
 

ORGANICS AND SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE  IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 
ά! ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳent has taken place at Westminster.  The All-Party Parliamentary Group on Agroecology has 
been founded.  Its first public meeting took place on 15th March 2011, where Dr Hans Herren, a world expert in 
ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ǎǇƻƪŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Ψ!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀǘ ŀ /Ǌƻss-wƻŀŘǎΩ ǘƻ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΦ  hǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀǘ ƴƻ ŎƻǎǘΦ  {ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘΦέ 

 


