NEWSLETTERUTUMNZ2011

Please find below news and information provided by organisations linked to Dacorum Environmental Forum. If
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info@dacenvforum.org.uk

DACORUM BOROUGH COUNCIL
COMMUNITY CHAMPION AWARD FOR BERKHAMSTED LITTER PICKERS

An impressive team of 84 litter pickers from Berkhamsted who have been keeping their neighbourhood clean safe
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Colin Garrett in 2009 the group includes friends, local residents, Councillors and members of the local Rotary Club
who regularly keep their local roads clear of litter. ColinLJ- AR GNRARO6dziS (2 GKS KI NR
hope the publicity from this award will encourage more people to join us to increase our coverage, in particular in
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RECYCLE IT DAY SUCCESS

Hundreds of Dacorum residents took advantage of the hot weather on Saturday 1 October to clear out their
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staggering total of 765 items of redundant IT equipment was collected in 6 hours. All donated equipment will be
professionally refurbished, reused and all hard drives will be erased. None of the donated items will go to landfill.

The Recycle IT Day is a joint working enterprise between Hertfordshire Waste Partnership and Ecosystems Ltd. In
total ten events have taken place across Hertfordshire, seeing over a thousand people and diverting around 25
tonnes of IT equipment from landfill.

If you missed the IT Take back event, you can take your IT equipment including cameras, phones, game consoles
etc to the Household Waste Recycling Centres on Eastman Way in Hemel Hempstead and Northbridge Road in
Berkhamsted. For more information on recycling call 01442 228000 and ask for Waste Services or visit
www.dacorum.gov.uk/recycling
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BUSINESS CLEAN UP WEEK

For the third annual Business Clean Up Week, 86 employees sacrificed their lunch break and holiday leave to take
part in a series of 60-minute makeovers. Local businesses, including retailers, supermarkets and cafes joined in
with the activities to help clean up the borough.

The 60-minute makeovers in Maylands, Marlowes and Water Gardens were organised by Dacorum Borough
| 2 dzy Qeari S@fé&and Green department, and local supermarkets organised their own litter picks. In the space
of one week, 28 businesses helped pick up 86 bags of litter, including 20 bags of recyclable waste like plastic
bottles and cans. They also identified environmental eyesores that degrade their business community such as
flyposting, dog fouling, flytipping etc.

Love Where You Live is a new anti-litter campaign by Keep Britain Tidy that
encourages us to make where we live, work and play the kind of place we really
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side to make their little bits of England cleaner, greener and more loveable.

Be part of Love Where You Live Day of Action by doing anything that shows that you care about where you live,
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community garden or a Big Tidy Up in your area.

Dacorum Borough Council is asking residents, schools, businesses and individuals to stop what they are doing for a
few minutes illustrating Love Where You Live's key message - that small actions can lead to big change.

Three easy ways to get involved

A Give 5 minutes at 12pm on 17 October to pick up litter or clean your local area
A Organise a Big Tidy Up, order your kits now at www.lovewhereyoulive.org
A Log onto www.lovewhereyoulive.org and pledge your support

If you are interested in taking part, please call Clean Safe and Green on 01442 228000 or email
cleansafegreen@dacorum.gov.uk

CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING

On Sunday 8 January you can take your real Christmas tree to one of the sites where it will be chipped. If you
would like your Christmas tree chippings back, as it is a great weed preventative in the garden, then please
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remember to bring your own bag.

9 Water Lane Car Park (behind Tesco Store), Berkhamsted : 9.30am ¢ 4pm
9 Dacorum Borough Council, Cupid Green Depot, Hemel Hempstead : 9.30am ¢ 4pm
1 Wyevale Garden Centre, Bulbourne Road, Tring : 10.30am ¢ 4.30pm

AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT AREAS DECLARED IN THE BOROUGH

Dacorum Borough Council has recently declared three Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) within the
Borough: Lawn Lane, Hemel Hempstead; London Road, Apsley; and High Street, Northchurch. The Council is
currently conducting a consultation process with associated residents and Statutory consultees. Following the
O2yadzZ GFrGA2y GKS FTAYRAYy3Ia gAtf 06S LINBaSyiSR G2
consultation cannot change the decision to designate a particular area as an AQMA, but it may influence the
precise boundary of the area concerned.

The Council is then required to develop an Air Quality Action Plan to set objectives in the improvement of air
quality within the AQMAs. This action plan will be undertaken over a 12-18 month period. At this stage Dacorum
Borough Council will be asking DEF how they would like to be involved.

GROUNDWORK HERIORDSHIRE

Groundwork Hertfordshire runs a range of environmental and community projects across Hertfordshire, Luton and
Bedfordshire covering six main themes. For further information ¢ alan.sweetman@groundwork.org.uk / 01707
255182. Current projects in Dacorum include:

NATIONAL ITIZENSHIP AT EXTREMECONNEXIDNRe first week of the summer holiday Groundwork and
Youth Connexions worked with the NCS programme. Over 2 weeks we engaged the young people in creating a
design for a green space outside Youth Connexions. In the 2nd week the young people tool to the tools with
Groundwork's support to implement their design. This took place over 4 days and the young people transformed
the area into a high quality planting and cobbled feature.
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allotment site is now complete and water harvesters (see picture below) are in place to remove the reliance on
mains water. All plots have now been let by Dacorum Borough Council and many plot holders have begun
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This project is funded by The Dacorum Partnership as part of the Passport To Go programme which aims to assist
those most affected by the recession by offering a package of individual help for people who want to improve their
chances in life through new experiences and learning opportunities.
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PRIORY GRANGE FOOD GROWING PROGEDMmdwork is continuing to support Priory Grange hospital in
Felden with their growing project. Twelve beds have been created which have been very productive during the
season. A new path is expected to be installed during the autumn to allow residents to access the plots during the
winter months.

The project has been well received by the service users who have taken a positive interest in the project.
Groundwork plans to run sessions at the hospital in the spring to help them get the most out of the site for use in
the hospital kitchens.

This project is funded by Priory Grange, ClIr Richard Roberts through the Localities Budget and the Dacorum
Partnership.

SUNNYSIDE RURAL TRUST

Sunnyside Rural is a charity working for people with learning disabilities to develop skills and potential through
social enterprise and horticultural activities at three sites in Berkhamsted, Northchurch and Hemel Hempstead.
Recent news includes:
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local focal point for both the growing of food and also the delivery of training and awareness about growing your
own and other sustainable action. The Hemel Food Garden project will be a key delivery site for the Dacorum
Sustainable Food Strategy and will include a range of demonstration gardens, training spaces and a shop selling
local produce. The team is currently working hard to get the site up to scratch for opening to the public in the
Spring and with the help of volunteers from Skanska, RES and MoreSouth have created a new fruit orchard,
seating areas and is close to completing a plastic bottle greenhouse. | SYSf Ay ¢ NI yaAGA2y
the site in September giving groups and local residents the chance to look around the site and to share their
project ideas and offers of help to ensure the project is a success. Further consultation will take place over the
next few months.

NORTHCHURCH ALLOTMENOV®r 100 volunteers from Tesco Mobile spent a day creating a new fruit orchard
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will eventually bear new produce for sale at the shop and local markets.

COMMUNITY ORCHARBSE STUIXYSRT has been chosen as one of ten case studies showing good practice for
the development and management of community orchards as part of an initiative being promoted by Department
of Communities & Local Government. The case studies and a How To guide for setting up community orchards are
both available online: http://www.communities.gov.uk/communities/publications/quidance/

TRANSITIONOWN BERKHAMSTED

CAR FREE WEEKEND 2011

Transition Town Berkhamsted arranged a series of activities over Car Free Weekend in September including
awareness events at to local schools, a range of businesses offering special deals for walkers and cyclists and
market stalls on the High Street. The weekend culminated in the annual Bike Fest which was lead by Tring and
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tricks training available from local trainers and from ExtremeConnexions, as well as maintenance advice and
equipment from Mountain Mania and Bridgman Cycles.
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groups in making positive changes to the way they travel in the town.
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TRING IN TRANSITION (TinT)
TRING APPLE FAIR 2011

A busy programme of events, talks and other activities are taking place as part ofthA & & S+ NDa ! L.
For full details and a programme contact Martin Hicks 01442 823188 or Chris Hopkins chopkinsx@tiscali.co.uk.
This initiative is organised by Tring Environmental Forum and Tring in Transition Food Group.

OTHER NEWS
TRADITIONALEDGELAYINST FRITHSDEN VINEYARD

A course in traditional hedgelaying will be held on Saturday 19" November at Frithsden Vineyard. It will be a
unique opportunity for attendees to make a practical contribution to conservation at a local level and to learn a
traditional craft.

The course will be lead by Donato Cinicolo, five time Herts Hedgelaying Champion, and will cover the historical
importance of our hedgerows and why these are essential for our wildlife; the tools used; the various styles
adopted across the UK; and the future of the craft.

To book your place, contact Natalie on info@frithsdenvineyard.co.uk or 01442 878723. The cost is £69 and
includes comprehensive tuition, hot lunch, tea and coffee.
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A new book by local author, Bruce Nixon, will be on sale in shops from 28" October and is already available from
Amazon.
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society, sustainable, just, peaceful, bringing wellbeing to all. The book sets out that vision and how we can make
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Itis also a cross-over book suitable for students, in schools and further education, teachers and academics.

Waterstones in Berkhamsted will be hosting a book signing on 19" November and also a launch event on 24"
November from 7.00 ¢ 8.30pm. Tickets for the event can be obtained from Waterstones Tickets 0843 290 8145
for which there is a small charge to include fruit drinks and a donation to a charity.
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