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NEWSLETTER - AUTUMN 2010 

Please find below information provided by organisations linked to Dacorum Environmental Forum.  If you 
would like information from your organisation to be included on next season’s newsletter, please contact 
Lizzy Staincliffe on 01442 228739 or lizzy.staincliffe@dacorum.gov.uk 

DACORUM BOROUGH COUNCIL 

CONSULTATION ON CORE STRATEGY OF LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK 
The Council will be formally consulting on its Draft Core Strategy from 3rd November until 15th December.  The 
Core Strategy is the central planning document for the Borough.  Its purpose is to anticipate and manage change in 
Dacorum over the next 20 years.  It needs to balance the need for new development, investment 
and infrastructure against the need to maintain the environmental assets and unique character of the Borough. To 
access the consultation when it opens, visit http://consult.dacorum.gov.uk/portal 

 
IMPROVING KNOWLEDGE OF THE AREA’S ANCIENT WOODLAND 
Ancient woodlands over 2 ha in size are recorded in Ancient Woodland Inventories, compiled in the 1980s and 
1990s by the Nature Conservancy Council.  These are now administered by Natural England. In well wooded areas 
such as the Chilterns, which are under considerable development pressures, small woodlands are a central part of 
the fabric of the countryside and make a significant contribution to the overall woodland reserve.  Their omission 
from the current inventory undermines their protection through the planning process.  Dacorum Borough Council 
is supporting a project being led by Natural England and the Chilterns Conservation Board to revise and update the 
original Ancient Woodlands Inventory and include woodlands of less than 2ha for the first time.  If anyone is aware 
of any woodlands within Dacorum that we should specifically ask to be assessed as part of this study, please 
contact laura.wood@dacorum.gov.uk.  Surveys will be carried out during 2011, with the final study due to be 
finalised early in 2012. 
 

10:10 CAMPAIGN HIGHLIGHTS DACORUM’S EFFORTS TO PROMOTE CARBON REDUCTION 
Innovative ideas used to cut down Dacorum Borough Council's carbon emissions have been featured on the 
website of the international 10:10 campaign. 
 
One of the more creative activities that the 10:10 website picked up on was a schools poster competition, 
sponsored by the Dacorum Arts Partnership. Year 6 pupils from schools throughout Dacorum were asked to draw 
an A3 poster representing 10:10's themes, and Council sustainability officers visited the schools to talk about the 
campaign and to provide inspiration for the children's artwork. More information about this competition is 
available on the 10:10 website. 
 
Another Dacorum initiative that 10:10 wanted to encourage other organisations to copy is the launch of our staff 
car sharing scheme. A new database tool has been created to allow Council staff to register their interest in 
sharing transport and note their location and working hours; this scheme will launch on 10 October 2010, to mark 
the Global Day of Doing. More information about this scheme is available on the 10:10 website. 
 
Further information about Dacorum Borough Council's participation in 10:10 is available here. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lizzy.staincliffe@dacorum.gov.uk
http://consult.dacorum.gov.uk/portal
mailto:laura.wood@dacorum.gov.uk
http://www.1010global.org/uk/2010/09/ten-tens-felt-pens
http://www.1010global.org/uk/2010/09/ten-tens-felt-pens
http://www.1010global.org/uk/2010/09/ten-tens-felt-pens
http://www.1010global.org/uk/2010/09/low-carbon-cure-car-park-rage
http://www.dacorum.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=6213
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Save around £300 on fuel bills every year 
The average home can save around £300 on their fuel bills every year by improving their heating system, being 
energy efficient and by insulating their home.  HEEP can help you insulate your home by installing loft and cavity 
wall insulation for just £49 each, or for FREE if someone in your household is in receipt of a qualifying means 
tested benefit. 
 
Swap your old boiler for a new one – for FREE 
Dacorum Borough Council want to replace your boiler FREE of charge, if it is over 15 years old, still working and the 
homeowner is in receipt of a qualifying means tested benefit. 
 
Generate your own energy 
If you have insulated your home, you may want to save more energy and money by generating your own energy. 
The Dacorum Borough Council approved energy efficiency scheme HEEP offers 100% grants and 50% interest free 
loans to residents to install renewable energy technologies to their homes. 
 
Please note – HEEP offers are only available to homeowners or tenants privately renting. Each offer listed above is 
subject to individual qualifying criteria, council approval and a technical survey. 
Funding is limited, so if you would like to find out more about the offers available from the Dacorum Borough 
Council’s HEEP scheme call free today on 0800 980 6026. 
 
DACORUM RESIDENTS KEEP IT TIDY 
The Let’s Tidy Dacorum Together Campaign has engaged 2512 residents, including 28 community groups, 13 
schools, and 22 businesses and they have collected 1311 bags of litter and 52 bags of recyclables in just 12 
months.  
 
In 2009 Dacorum Borough Council was named as Champions for the Big Tidy Up from the national Keep Britain 
Tidy Campaign.   
 
The campaign has engaged and empowered community groups, businesses, schools and individuals to spruce up 
their local neighbourhood through taking part in litter picks, ward walks, business Clean Up Week, litter awareness 
plays and making litter sculptures.  
 
The first of its kind in Dacorum was the litter pick in the Grand Union canal organised by Hemel Hempstead Canoe 
Club in Nash Mills Recreation Ground. A team of 12 people in canoes and volunteers on the tow path collected 12 
bags of litter in just two hours. The canoers dredged out of the canal 2 bikes, cold water storage tank, 15 feet long 
metal fence panel and lumps of wood.  
 
If you would like to get involved in any of the activities mentioned above, please contact the Clean Safe and Green 
Department on 01442 228017/228018 or email cleansafegreen@dacorum.gov.uk who will lend you the 
equipment for your litter pick event. 
 

BUSINESS CLEAN UP WEEK 
Local businesses, supermarkets, cafes and fast food restaurants will be joining Dacorum Borough Council for the 
second Business Clean Up Week during week commencing 4 October. 
 
Maylands and Marlowes will be given 60 minute makeovers by businesses located there and supermarkets across 

ENERGY SAVING WEEK 2010 
During Energy Saving week (Monday 25 to Sunday 31 October) 
everyone all over the country, including Dacorum Borough Council 
residents will be looking at ways they can save energy and money, 
and cut their carbon footprint.  Homeowners and those who 
privately rent in the Dacorum area can benefit from grants, 
discounts and interest free loans from the Dacorum Borough Council 
approved energy efficiency scheme; Herts Essex Energy Partnership 
(HEEP). 
 

mailto:cleansafegreen@dacorum.gov.uk
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Dacorum have also organised their own litter picks throughout the week. An update on the campaign will follow in 
the next edition of the newsletter. 
 

COMMUNITY CHAMPION AWARD WINNERS   

  Their initiatives address all aspects of a Clean Safe and Green 
community with regular litter picks, a swap shop of home grown fruit and vegetables, encouraging 
Neighbourhood Watch Schemes and their valuable contribution to the first Apsley Green Fair working in 
partnership with Hemel in Transition. 
 
MERA are creative in communicating widely with their residents via a dedicated website, regular 
newsletters and two community noticeboards. As a result, MERA have encouraged good neighbours and 
a strong community that supports one another. 
 
Other groups that were also recognised received Highly Commended certificates and they were: 

 The Noise Project, Markyate. 

 Colin Garrett, Berkhamsted. 

 Councillor Alex Bhinder's Grovehill Tidy Tigers, Hemel Hempstead. 
The Community Champion Award is in its second year and it is sponsored by Arco, who are the UK's 
leading supplier of personal protective equipment, workwear and workplace safety products. 
 
ASTLEY COOPER SCHOOL WIN LOVE FOOD HATE WASTE COMPETITION 
 

  Secondary schools in Hertfordshire had the opportunity to take part in 
a unique county wide waste reduction program called Love Food Hate Waste to learn about the impact that food 
waste has on the environment.  
 
WasteAware, part of Hertfordshire Waste Partnership (which Dacorum Borough Council is part of) joined forces 
with a theatrical company called ImpACT Universal Limited to spread the message in a fun and informative stage 
play, workshop with ‘Who wants to be a millionaire’ style voting pads and competition.   
 
The WasteAware Partnership in previous years has ran education programmes on recycling, and litter awareness 
however this year the focus has been changed to waste reduction. 
 
 
 
 

Astley Cooper School has triumphed over other Hertfordshire 
secondary schools in producing the best recipe booklet in the Love 
Food Hate Waste competition.  
  
The students of the winning recipe booklet have the unique prize 
of their work being printed and sold to peers, friends and families 
to encourage the reduction of food and drink waste that is thrown 
away, whilst also making money for the school.  
 

Residents from the Manor Estate Residents Association (MERA) 
in Apsley who are keeping their neighbourhood clean safe and 
green have won the Dacorum Borough Council’s Community 
Champion Award.  
 
The MERA started 5 years ago and they have worked tirelessly 
in creating initiatives that instill civic pride for residents of all 
ages.   
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GROUNDWORK HERTFORDSHIRE 

Groundwork Hertfordshire runs a range of environmental and community projects across the county and in Luton 

and Bedfordshire covering six main themes.   Some recent projects in Dacorum include:  

EDUCATION - BROADFIELD SCHOOL NATURE AREA  
Groundwork has worked closely with Broadfield School, the Box Moor Trust and other partners to design a new 
nature area in the school grounds.  A new pond and other landscaping works took place over the school holidays. 
Groundwork is now running a programme of learning and practical volunteering sessions with pupils and the 
community to further develop the area with planting and other features through this term.  Funding for the 
project so far has come from Groundwork's Laing School Grounds Programme and fundraising by the school.  

 
COMMUNITIES - ALLOTMENT/FOOD GROWING PROJECTS  
Groundwork is working with Passport to Go project partners, DBC and Hemel Allotments Association, to restore a 
disused allotment site (hopefully with rainwater harvesting and on site composting) including a community area to 
run awareness and training courses for local community groups, individuals etc on food growing - some of the 
work will be carried out by volunteers - enquiries about volunteer and/or training opportunities to 
emma.norrington@groundwork.org.uk  01707 255183 

 
COMMUNITIES - GREENAIDERS GARDENING PROJECT  
Groundwork has recently secured funding to continue this scheme in Dacorum and Watford until March 2011. 
 The project runs regular volunteer activities to help the elderly/disabled get their gardens back in control 
(reducing risk of burglary, loss of independence and improving health and wellbeing for both resident and 
volunteers) - enquiries for further information about the scheme or to sign up as a volunteer to 
rebecca.watts@groundwork.org.uk 01707 255178  

 
YOUTH AND EMPLOYMENT - HUDNALL PARK EMPLOYMENT TRAINING SCHEME  
Groundwork is just coming to the end of this 6 month employment training programme for 10 young people, 
based at Hudnall Park (Little Gaddesden) which has carried out improvements at Hudnall including creation of 
mountain bike track, archery range and conservation management as well as other landscaping works in Herts and 
Beds including the creation of the new nature area and pond at Broadfield School in Hemel.  

 
BUSINESS – CONNECT DACORUM 
Emma Norrington recently gave a short talk at a Connect Dacorum networking lunch about community and school 
food growing projects, inviting local businesses to get involved and contribute to their local schemes; business 
volunteering opportunities are always welcomed either for individual volunteering or group team building 
activities. 
 
Groundwork is celebrating its 25th year of operation in Hertfordshire this year.  For more information about our 
work and how you can get involved, or if you have a good project idea that we can help you with then please visit 
our website - www.groundwork-herts.org.uk or call Emma on 01707 255183.  

THE BOX MOOR TRUST 

HIGH LEVEL STEWARDSHIP GRANT 
The Box Moor Trust has been successful in obtaining a ten year Higher Level  Stewardship grant which will help pay 
for education and management of the Estate. 

 
CONKER FESTIVAL 
The Box Moor Trust’s 14th Annual Conker Festival is to be held on Blackbirds Moor on Sunday 17th October, 
between 12.00 noon and 3.00 pm  
 

RIVER SURVEY  
Further work to evaluate the rivers and side streams has been commissioned from Alan Beechy (Chiltern Society) 
and John Lionheart has returned to Hudnall Common and is continuing his work with Students recording the fauna 
in the side stream at Old Fishery.  John used to do this regularly some years ago and it was a useful tool in 

mailto:emma.norrington@groundwork.org.uk
mailto:rebecca.watts@groundwork.org.uk
http://www.connectdacorum.org.uk/
http://www.groundwork-herts.org.uk/
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assessing the value of the work carried out to improve the water quality. 
 

CROCUS BULBS 
In conjunction with the Rotary Club the Box Moor Trust is to permit the planting of 2500 crocus bulbs this October 
to raise the awareness of World wide Polio.  Planting will be on St Johns Gardens the amenity land off Heath Lane 
in front of St. Johns Church.  Planting will be carried out by the Box Moor Trust conservation Volunteers and others 
on the 19th October from 10.00a.m.  For more information visit: 
 http://www.focusonthecrocus.org/default.aspx?=err3#ogin 
 
For further information on the Box Moor Trust visit: www.boxmoortrust.org.uk  

TRING IN TRANSITION (TinT) 

TRING ECO FAIR  
This year’s eco fair takes place on Saturday October 16th in the Victoria Hall 10am to 4pm. As in previous years, 
there will be a large number of stalls and both entrance and refreshments will be free. They would be very grateful 
for offers of help to staff the refreshments – even for just an hour – and/or provide cakes. Contact Chris Hopkins 
at: chopkinsx@tiscali.co.uk  or 01442 825491 .   
 
TRING’S OWN APPLE FAYRE  
A seasonal celebration of our rural heritage, food, environment and culture, now in its 5th year, will be taking place 
between 10th and 31st October. Details of all events are below and will also be available on their website 
http://www.tringintransition.org.uk/2.html 
 
MONTHLY SOCIALS 
Tring in Transition meet for a chat on the last Tuesday each month in the basement of the Green House, Tring 
from 7.30pm onwards. Coffee, tea, drinks and snacks available. This is a good time to meet new members and 
catch up with all that is going on. If you haven’t been to one, please come along and see what it is all about. 

 
TRING IN TRANSITION ACTION GROUPS  
TinT has 4 action groups that meet regularly – Waste & Recycling, Energy, Food and Transport. They are always 
looking for new members – if you would like to be put in contact with a group, contact John Allan at: 
johnsallan@yahoo.com  or 01442 828199. If you would like to help in any other way – publicity, leaflet design, 
showing films on our projector etc. please also contact John.  
 
For further information about Tring in Transition visit their newly designed website: www.tringintransition.org.uk 

HEMEL IN TRANSITION (HiT) 

GREEN DRINKS 
HiT has organised a new informal opportunity to swap news, ideas and advice with like minded people.  Green 
Drinks will take place on the 2nd Tuesday of every month from 7.30pm in the 'top bar' at the White Hart pub in the 
Old Town. Future dates for this year will be 12th October, 9th November and 7th December. 
 

For further information about Hemel in Transition please visit: http://www.hemelintransition.org/ 
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