Dacorum Environmental Forum Meeting

Thursday 16th October 2008
Briefing Note 

Proposed Sustainability Week in January 

For approximately eight years DBC have been running an annual environmental youth conference for schools.  Each year we have enlisted the help of Phil Williams, a very passionate and engaging speaker, to run the days’ activities.  Phil Williams runs a company called Plan-It Eco and he tours the country offering schools and business training on Sustainability.  He has a good understanding of the global impact of our activities and every year organises a trip for teachers to the Cloud Forests of Ecuador.  

Building on the success of the conferences Phil Williams has approached DBC about the possibility of running a week of sustainability awareness training trying to reach as much of the community as possible.  We have therefore been working on a programme for the week (see Appendix A).  As an added benefit, the week we are proposing (January 12th-17th 2009) will coincide with a visit from an Ecuadorian Indian, Juan, who will be visiting the UK for 6 weeks.  Juan will therefore be able to give a global perspective to sustainability and personal responsibility.  

Research has shown that a week like this has not been run in the UK before and it has already shown signs of sparking national media interest.  We therefore think it would be the perfect opportunity to promote the Dacorum Partnership and fulfil some of the aims and objectives of the Sustainable Community Strategy.

We have a small budget to help facilitate the week and some of the events will be charged a fee, but we are also currently investigating opportunities for grant funding. The Holiday Inn Hemel Hempstead are also supporting the event in providing accommodation for Phil and Juan and providing conference facilities at a discounted rate.

Conveniently, the week coincides with the next scheduled DEF meeting (Thursday 15th January) and we are hoping to invite Phil and Juan along to talk.  We would also like to take the week as an opportunity to promote some of the Member organisations of DEF and what they do.  We therefore would like to invite you to join in and we will happily promote whatever you do.

You may wish to hold an event during this week that promotes sustainability, you may want to display a stand in the Marlowes or just promote something that you already do on a regular basis that needs more publicity. 

If your organisation is interested in promoting something during Sustainability Week, I would be grateful if you could provide me with a brief description by Friday 7th November and detailed information for inclusion in any media releases by Friday 28th November.   Please contact me if you would like any more information.

Lizzy Savage

Environment & Sustainability Officer 

elizabeth.savage@dacorum.gov.uk 

01442 228 739

Appendix A

Current proposed programme

Date
Activities/Events


Morning 
Afternoon
Evening

Monday 12th 


Dacorum Partnership Displays at Holiday Inn available for public


Dacorum Partnership Dinner at Holiday Inn

No. people: 50-100

Tuesday 13th


Business Breakfast

And Business Sector Training at Holiday Inn

No. people: 50+


Rotary Dinner at Holiday Inn

No. people: 80+


Wednesday 14th 
DBC Staff Training at Civic Centre

No. people: 50-70


Sustainable Funding Workshop at Civic Centre

No. people: 30-50
Addressing Full Council at Civic Centre

No. of people: 51 Councillors





Dacorum Green Team at Holiday Inn

No. people: 40+


Thursday 15th


Teacher Training at Holiday Inn

No. People: 50


Dacorum Environmental Forum at Civic Centre

No. people: 50-100

Friday 

16th 
Training at Berkhamsted

No. people: venue dependant


Training at Tring

No. people: venue dependant


Saturday 17th

Environmental Careers Fayre at Holiday Inn





Moving Talks around Borough

No. people: venue dependant



Sunday 

18th

Day of Personal Action

Local People Pledge to do something, no matter how small, to contribute to a sustainable community

e.g. pick up litter, spend time with the family, neighbourhood coffee morning, shop locally etc.

Pledge tree in town centre?

Monday 19th  -Friday

23rd 

Schools Talks

(10 schools)


