








We will work towards making
Dacorum a carbon neutral
community by 2021

We will develop a public involvement
campaign using information about our
ecological footprint




Our carbon footprint iIs a measurement
of all greenhouse gases we individually
produce and has units of tonnes (or kg)
of carbon dioxide equivalent.
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Our ecological footprint
represents the amount
of biologically
productive land and
water we each use. It is
expressed as Global
Hectares gha.




The Ecological Footprint
of Hertfordshire

Results and Scenarios July 2006

Dacorum

The ecological footprint of Dacorum is
slightly higher than the UK and EoE
average. With a total footprint of 5.5 global
hectares per resident, this is within 5% of
the UK average. The 'big hillers’ of Dacorum’s
ecological foolprint are the consumption of food,
personal travel and domestic energy. Food
consumption is respansible for a 23% of the total

ecological foolprint with personal travel following
closely behind at 17%.

Appendix 1 -Local Authority Area Profiles

eguipment and various miscellaneous items.
Household consumption accounts for 0.64
gha/resident, slightly lower than the national
average (14% of the total ecological footprint).

In terms of disposing of consumable items,
Dacorum resident’s racycle 16.1% of their waste,
reducing the ecological footprint of consumables
by 0.08 gha/rasident. This is one of the lowest
recycling rates in Hertfordshire.
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Some differences can be found when looking at
the breakdown of the ecological footprint. For
example, the ecological footprint for parsonal
travel is 25% higherthan the national average (0.96
perresident). The residents of Dacorum spend
considerably more on maobility, mainly on fuel due
to higher distance travelled by car. This reflects
the reasonably rural nature of the district and its
distance from Londan, meaning a significant
proportion of the population commute.

The impact of household consumption includes
paper, clothes, cars, cosmetics, electrical

The ecological footprint of food and drink
consumed both in and outside the home accounts
for 1.24 gha/resident corresponding to almost a
guarter of the total ecological footprint for
Dacorum, the largest component. However, the
ecological footprint of food and drink is 7% lower
than the national average, the main reason being a
healthy diet that has lower meat content.

The tolal ecological footprint of househald energy
and water is 087 gha/resident. This equates to
16% of the total ecological footprint per person.
Although water is an important resource it only
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This
ENVIRONMENTALLY

" FRIENDLY product was
manufactured in a
FAIRTRADE
ACCREDITED,
ETHICALLY AUDITED,
CARBON NEUTRAL
factory.
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* Project to promote sustainable travel

* Project to support and involve local
businesses

* Project to support community and
voluntary sector
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